
1



Commercial Vehicle Operations
Transportation Permits Issuance Branch

Devinder Sandhu, PE, Senior Trans. Engr.
• 3-yrs CVO
• 13-Yrs Bridge Load Rating Analysis (SM&I)
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Purpose of this presentation

• Transportation Permits role in safety along with 
our partners, what we do and why we do it.

• Commercial Vehicle Operations Office
• 2020-2021 recap and the future
• Permitting Process
• Challenges
• Provide a forum to answer your questions
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2020-2021
• Virtual Inspection Program
• Other “Special” Permits
• Carrying Electronic Permits and Accompaniments
• Fires – emergency permits
• FHA Workshops, Commercial Motor Vehicle Safety in 

Work Zones
• SHSP – Caltrans/CHP, 3 Action Items
• Automation, Integrated Trans Permit System (ITPS)
• Permit Harmonization – AASHTO/WASHTO
• Roundabouts
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Acronyms
• AASHTO -American Association of State Highway and 

Transportation Officials
• CalSTA -California State Transportation Agency
• CTA –CA Trucking Association
• CTPAC-CA Transportation Permit Advisory Council
• FHA –Federal Highway Administration
• FHWA -Federal Highway Administration
• FMCSA –Federal Motor Carrier Safety Administration
• ITPS –Integrated Transportation Permit System
• NHTSA -National Highway Traffic Safety Administration
• SHSP -Strategic Highway Safety Plan
• WASHTO -Western Association of State Highway 
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SAFETY FIRST

• Issue Transportation Permits for Oversize-
Overweight (OS-OW) vehicle combinations 
for movement of loads to ensure:
– “ZERO DEATHS” on the State Highway System
– Keep safe the traveling public, haulers/permittee 

personnel, Caltrans and CHP employees.
– Protect California’s infrastructure
– Liability, Economy
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Oversize-Overweight Transportation Permits
• Average Daily Permits Issued = 500
• Average Yearly Permits Issued = 150,000
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Caltrans/CHP/Haul Industry

Safety

Caltrans

Commercial 
Haul 

Industry

CHP
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Transportation 
Permits Office

Contact information
1823 14th Street, Sacramento 

CA 95831

Main Number 916-322-1297

General Email: 
Oversize.Overweight.Permits

@dot.ca.gov

9



Office of Commercial Vehicle Operations
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Single Trip/Variance Annuals STARS
Policy and Compliance
Legal Truck Access



Virtual Inspections
• Was implemented in October, 2020
• Streamline the process and reduce turnaround time.
• Two weeks turnaround time.
• Immediate one time verbal approval may be granted.
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Other Permits 2020-2021
• Reducible Covid-19 Essential 

Goods (4/2020)
• Oxygen and Nitrogen for Covid-

19 relief (01/2021)
• Agricultural Products – as part 

of mitigation from the impacts 
of Covid-19 (6/2021)

• Perishable Agricultural Products 
(9/2021)

• US Capitol Christmas Tree 
(10/2021) Washington, D.C.

• 88K lbs.
• Some allowed on 

entire State Hwy 
System

• Some not allowed 
on the Interstate

• Approx. 400 
restricted Bridges
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Electronic Documents CHP-Caltrans

• Permits and Accompaniments CHP will 
accept as electronic or paper hard copies

– CHP Bulletin Jan., 2021
– DRAFT Caltrans TPPM-2018-01

• Draft introduced at CTPAC (10-6-2021)
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CHP Electronic Copies of Transportation 
Permits and Required Accompaniments
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Caltrans TPPM-2018-01 
DRAFT
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Caltrans TPPM-2018-01 
Cont’d
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FHA Commercial Motor Vehicle 
Safety in Work Zones

• Ten States with highest number of fatal 
work zone crashes and fatalities involving 
CMV’s (Arkansas• California• Illinois• Florida• 
Indiana• Georgia• Ohio• Oklahoma• Pennsylvania• Texas)

• Develop State specific plans to promote 
safety in work zones

• Participants, FHWA, FMCSA, NHTSA, 
Caltrans, CHP, CTPAC, CTA, CalSTA
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California Action Plan
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Commercial Vehicle 3-Action Items
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Policy and Compliance
Equipment Reviews



Automation (ITPS)

– Stage 1 Business Analysis
• Initiated 8/30/19
• Earliest initial implementation 2024-2025

– Stakeholders
• Caltrans, Ca Trucking Assoc., CHP

– Make permitting more consistent, efficient and 
safer.
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Permit Harmonization
• AASHTO/WASHTO, CA is a member and supports 

harmonization 
– AASHTO “Harmonization is not the same as 

uniformity”.
– Develop baseline/threshold for the issued permit 

• i.e. when a pilot car is needed, how many pilot cars, 
based on consistent dimensional criteria

– Provide some degree of “communication” between the 
various states automated permitting systems

– CVC Section 35782 requires cities and counties to use 
the application developed by Caltrans
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Roundabouts

• Caltrans Design working on vehicle 
combination for roundabouts

• Industry should reach out to CTPAC – Eric 
Sauer and be part of the conversation
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CALTRANS OS OW HEAVY HAUL
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Permit Process
• CVC SECTION 35780  (a) The Department of 

Transportation or local authorities, with respect to 
highways under their respective jurisdictions, 
may, at their discretion upon application and if 
good cause appears, issue a special permit 
authorizing the applicant:   (1) To operate or move 
a vehicle or combination of vehicles or special 
mobile equipment of a size or weight of vehicle or 
load exceeding the maximum specified in this 
code.
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Extralegal Load - Definition

California Vehicle Code [CVC] 320.5
• An "extralegal load" is a single unit or an assembled 

item which due to its design cannot be reasonably 
reduced or dismantled in size or weight so that it can 
be legally transported as a load without a permit.
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* Asterisk – City and/or County Permit
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Types of Permits
Department of Transportation (Caltrans) has established height, width, 
length, and axle group weight of standard hauling vehicles and/or loads 
permitted to use the State Highway System (SHS) and bridges.

• Annual
• Single Trip
• Variance
• Repetitive
• Direct Crossing
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Types of Permits Cont’d
Type of 
Permit 

Cost Valid dates      Note 

Single 
Trip*  

$16  Seven 
consecutive 
days  

Extension as well as nights and 
weekends available for some loads 
if requested at time of application. 

A single trip permit is from a 
single origin to a single 
destination in one direction of 
travel.  

Variance $66
min 

Seven 
consecutive 
days  

*For width over 15 feet, length 
over 135 feet, and special hauling 
equipment, see the section titled 
Variance Program.  

 

Annual  $90  One-Year 
Duration.   

Available for certain envelope 
loads or specific vehicles on 
specified highways. 

Anywhere in the state.   
Tow truck limits.   
Red route limits. 

Repetitive $90  90 Days 
Duration.   

Available for certain envelope 
loads or specific vehicles on 
specified highways. 

Limited to routes listed on the 
permit. 

Direct 
Crossing 

Free  One-Year 
Duration.   

Allow vehicles from one’s property 
to cross state highways to reach 
the other side. 
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		Type of Permit

		Cost

		Valid dates

		

		    Note



		Single Trip* 

		$16 

		Seven consecutive days 

		Extension as well as nights and weekends available for some loads if requested at time of application.

		A single trip permit is from a single origin to a single destination in one direction of travel. 



		Variance

		$66min

		Seven consecutive days 

		*For width over 15 feet, length over 135 feet, and special hauling equipment, see the section titled Variance Program. 

		



		Annual 

		$90 

		One-Year Duration.  

		Available for certain envelope loads or specific vehicles on specified highways.

		Anywhere in the state.  

Tow truck limits.  


Red route limits.



		Repetitive

		$90 

		90 Days Duration.  

		Available for certain envelope loads or specific vehicles on specified highways.

		Limited to routes listed on the permit.



		Direct Crossing

		Free 

		One-Year Duration.  

		Allow vehicles from one’s property to cross state highways to reach the other side.

		







STARS2/Single Trip Fax

STARS2
• Electronic Permit Submittal
• Requires Debtor Account 

Setup w/Accounting
• Route generated by customer
• Checked by permit writer and 

issued
• Performance target, issue 

within 3-hours

Single Trip
• Faxed into office
• Debtor Account or Credit Card
• Route generated by permit writer 

or requested by customer
• Performance target, issue within 

4-hours
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Variance Permit

Exceed Dimensions or Bridge Load Ratings
– Height exceeds 17-ft
– Width exceeds 16-ft on a yellow route
– Width exceeds 15-ft on green, blue, or brown route
– Require Structures Review
– CHP Escort
– Route Survey (>17-ft)
– Up to 30-day process time
– Encroachment Permit from District
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Encroachment Permits

12 District Offices
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Encroachment Permits
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Turn Templates
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What you’ll find on our web site

• Interactive Application 
Instructions  
ST/Annuals/Variance

• Transportation Permits Manual
• STARS / Routing Clearing 

Database Instructions
• Frequently Asked Questions 
• Application Forms and 

Accompaniments
• New Policies
• Extralegal Weight Charts 
• Extralegal Load Network 
• Pilot Car Maps

• 10-01-2021 Short Term 
Restrictions for Annual Permit 
Holders (pdf) 

• Request for Policy (pdf) 
• Request for Equipment Review 

(pdf)  Virtual
• Route Classification Checklist 

(pdf) 
• Route Classification Guide (pdf) 
• Red Route Summary Table 

Revision Checklist (pdf) 
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California Highway Patrol 
(CHP)

• Commercial Vehicle Enforcement 
Authority

• Provide CHP Escorts for Variance Permit 
moves

• Partner with CVO for Commercial Vehicles 
Challenge Area as part of Strategic 
Highway Safety Plan (SHSP 2020-24)

• Hazmat License, CHP lead authority
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CHP – Hazardous Materials 
License
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CHP Divisions
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CHP - Escort Requirement
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“Poor decisions or errors in judgment
could result in injuries or fatalities to the

traveling public, damage to State
highway facilities, and increased costs

to haulers and/or their clients.”

Safety and Consequence 
of Error
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High Load Hits-1
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High Load Hits-2
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High Load Hits-2 Cont’d
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Steel Girders
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Concrete Girders
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Route Classification
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False Work
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False Work cont’d

52



Challenges
• Succession Planning
• Teleworking
• COVID-19
• 500 Permits/day, Avg. 150,000 Permits/Year
• Fires – Emergencies impact workload
• Solution – Automation!!

– Team Effort - Caltrans/CHP/Commercial Haul 
Industry
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QUESTIONS ?
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