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Unless solely or currently engaged in interstate commerce, motor carriers of property defined in Section 
34601(a) CVC, operating commercial motor vehicles defined in Section 34601(c)(1) CVC are required to possess 
an MCPP to operate their vehicles upon a highway.  No transportation of property need be articulated to enforce 
the MCPP requirement.

NOTE #1 – Section 34601(c)(2)(G) CVC excludes all vehicles NEVER operated in commercial use from the definition of 
a commercial motor vehicle for MCPP purposes.

NOTE #2 – An interstate motor carrier of property (MCP) is not subject to the MCPP requirement.  Section 7232(g)(1) of 
the California Revenue and Taxation Code excludes an MCP from fees associated with the MCPP while engaged solely 
in interstate or foreign transportation of property.

Refer to Information Bulletin “Motor Carrier of Property Permit Requirements for Interstate Motor Carriers” published on 
06/26/2020, on Page 3 of this Flowchart Guide.   

NOTE #3 – Includes vehicles described in Sections 5004 and 5011 CVC, and vehicles operated by manufacturers, 
remanufacturers, transporters, distributors, or dealers when in compliance with their respective requirements for a 
registration exemption.

Includes an MCP demonstrating a vehicle while displaying a dealer license plate in compliance with all conditions 
indicated in Section 11715(a) CVC.  Although, exempt from the MCPP requirement this MCP must be in compliance with 
Sections 27900 and 34507.5 CVC. 

NOTE #4 – An MCP is operating for-hire when transporting other persons’ property for compensation.  A private carrier 
transports their own property, including the delivery of the carrier’s product (even if a fee is charged for such delivery).

NOTE #5 – Vehicles defined in Section 34500(e) CVC include:  trailers, semitrailers, pole or pipe dollies, auxiliary dollies, 
and logging dollies.

NOTE #6 – Unless operating solely or currently only in interstate commerce, rental companies operating their own 
motortrucks, such as fueling, maintenance, or any other use upon a highway is commercial use requiring an MCPP.

NOTE #7 – Special vehicle includes:  truck mounted cranes, drilling or boring rigs, boom trucks, and cement pumping 
trucks (vehicles not defined as motortrucks in Section 410 CVC).  Refer to Information Bulletin “Motor Carrier of Property 
(MCP) Permit – Specialized Vehicles” published on 12/27/2005, on Page 4 of this Flowchart Guide.

NOTE #8 – A pickup truck is a motortruck.  As written, Section 34601(c)(2)(E) CVC exempts pickup trucks from the 
definition of a commercial motor vehicle for MCPP purposes only under the following condition:

The pickup truck has a GVWR of 10,000 lbs. or less, is in combination with a vehicle identified in subdivision (e) of 
Section 34500 CVC, and the combination is over 40' in length,

and;

The combination consisting of the pickup truck and vehicle in subdivision (e) of Section 34500 CVC over 40' in length is 
transporting hazardous material in a quantity that does not require the display of placards, a hazardous materials license 
under Section 32000.5 CVC, or hazardous waste transporter registration under Section 25163 of the California Health 
and Safety Code,

and;

The combination is not operated COMMERCIALLY.

As demonstrated, any pickup truck with a GVWR of 10,001 lbs. or more used commercially is subject to the MCPP 
requirement.  Additionally, a pickup truck, regardless of the GVWR, in combination with a vehicle identified in subdivision 
(e) of Section 34500 CVC, where the towed vehicle has a GVWR of 10,001 lbs. or more, is defined in Section 34500(k) 
CVC and subject to the MCPP requirement.

NOTE #9 – Section 34601(c)(2)(C) and (D) CVC exclude household goods carriers regulated by the California Public 
Utilities Commission (PUC) from the definition of a commercial motor vehicle for MCPP purposes.  However, this statute 
does not reflect a change occurring in July 2018 when household goods carriers were redefined as household movers 
and are now regulated under the California Business and Professions Code.  The term household goods carrier and 
Section 5137 PUC no longer exist.  Therefore, vehicles operated by household movers are defined as commercial motor 
vehicles for MCPP purposes and statutorily required to comply with MCPP requirements.
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