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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

Introduction 
 
On October 4, 2005, Governor Arnold Schwarzenegger signed Senate Bill  
719 (Romero and Margett).  This law, which went into effect January 1, 
2006, requires law enforcement agencies to establish pursuit policies, 
provide ongoing pursuit training to their officers, and ensure all pursuits are 
documented and submitted to the California Highway Patrol (CHP) within 
30 days.  The CHP is required to submit an annual report to the Legislature 
that includes, but is not limited to: 
 

• The total number of pursuits reported to the CHP during that 
year. 

• The total number of pursuits involving a crash in which an injury or 
fatality to an uninvolved third party occurred. 

• The total number of uninvolved third parties who were injured or 
killed as a result of those crashes.  

 
Statistical Data 
 
The following 2020 data reflects information submitted by CHP field 
commands and other California law enforcement agencies pursuant to 
Section 14602.1 of the California Vehicle Code.  Federal agencies are not 
subject to the reporting requirements; thus, the data does not encompass 
pursuits by federal agencies.  The report has been compiled utilizing 2020 
data entered into the Department’s Pursuit Reporting System as of  
May 7, 2021.   
 
A total of 11,650 police pursuits were reported to the CHP during 2020.  Of 
these, a total of 2,478 (21.2 percent) pursuits resulted in a crash.  Of the 
reported crashes: 
 

• 1,555 (62.8 percent) were noninjury property-damage only 
crashes.876 (35.3 percent) were injury crashes. 

• 47 (1.9 percent) were fatal crashes, which resulted in 61 deaths. 
 

Of the 61 deaths: 
 

• 32 (52.4 percent) were the drivers of the pursued vehicle. 
• 17 (27.9 percent) were passengers in the pursued vehicle. 
• 12 (19.7 percent) were an uninvolved third party. 
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• There were no law enforcement officer fatalities.   
 

Of the 876 injury crashes,1,368 people were injured.  Of the injured parties: 
 

• 668 (48.8 percent) were the drivers of the pursued vehicle. 
• 258 (18.9 percent) were passengers in the pursued vehicle.  
• 353 (25.8 percent) were uninvolved third parties. 
• 89 (6.5 percent) were law enforcement officers. 

 
The CHP was involved in 4,140 vehicle pursuits in 2020 (including 
multiagency pursuits).  A total of 751 (18.2 percent) of CHP pursuits 
resulted in a crash.  Of the reported crashes: 
 

• 481 (64.0 percent) were noninjury property-damage only crashes. 
• 255 (34.0 percent) were injury crashes. 
• 15 (2.0 percent) were fatal crashes, which resulted in 17 deaths. 

 
Of the 17 deaths: 
 

• 12 (70.6 percent) were the drivers of the pursued vehicle. 
• 5 (29.4 percent) were passengers in the pursued vehicle. 
• There were no deaths to uninvolved third parties.   
• There were no CHP officer fatalities. 

 
Of the 255 injury crashes, 380 people were injured.  Of the injured parties: 
 

• 202 (53.1 percent) were the drivers of the pursued vehicle. 
• 65 (17.1 percent) were passengers in the pursued vehicle. 
• 98 (25.8 percent) were uninvolved third parties. 
• 15 (4.0 percent) were law enforcement officers. 

 
Statewide, the majority of initiating violations prior to a pursuit involved 
speeding, stolen vehicles, registration/license plate violations, and failure 
to obey traffic control devices at an intersection.   
 
Although many pursuits were initiated during traffic stops for infractions, 
many of the suspects captured were charged with serious felony and 
misdemeanor crimes.  In addition to evading arrest, the top six crimes 
reported as the most serious crimes charged upon apprehension were:  
vehicle theft, driving under the influence, suspended/unlicensed driver, 
resisting arrest, assault with a deadly weapon, and felon in possession of a 
firearm.  In approximately 43.8 percent of all pursuit related apprehensions 
in 2020, the most serious charge came from this group of six crimes. 
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The majority of pursuits terminated quickly, with 73.9 percent terminating 
within the first five minutes and first five miles of initiation.  The most 
common reason for the termination of a pursuit was the pursuit being 
aborted by law enforcement due to public safety, which occurred in 28.0 
percent of all pursuits. 
 
Conclusion 
 
Statewide pursuits in 2020 increased to 11,650, an increase of 32.1 percent from 
2019. The CHP involved pursuits increased to 4,140, an increase of 65.8 percent 
from the year prior.  The pursuit data indicates law enforcement apprehended 
fleeing suspects 54.2 percent of the time, resulting in a variety of criminal 
charges beyond evading arrest.  During the reporting period, 34.2 percent of 
statewide apprehensions and 18.6 percent of statewide pursuits resulted in a 
serious felony crime, other than Evading a Peace Officer, being charged.  Traffic 
crashes occurred in 21.2 percent of statewide pursuits, with 1.9 percent of those 
crashes resulting in a fatality.  Of the California pursuits in 2020, 12 uninvolved 
third parties suffered fatal injuries (0.1 percent of total pursuits).  The percentage 
of pursuits resulting in a crash decreased for statewide pursuits by 15.2 percent 
and by 16.5 percent in CHP involved pursuits.  Pursuits involving air support 
reported an apprehension rate of 82.0 percent, while pursuits not involving air 
support reported an apprehension rate of 50.6 percent. 
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REPORT TO THE LEGISLATURE 
SENATE BILL 719 

2020 POLICE PURSUITS 
 
 
Introduction 
 
A vehicle pursuit is defined as an event involving one or more law enforcement 
officers attempting to apprehend a suspect operating a motor vehicle while the 
suspect is attempting to avoid arrest by using high speed driving or other  
evasive tactics, such as driving off a highway, turning suddenly, or driving in a 
legal manner, but willfully failing to yield to the officer’s signal to stop.  On 
October 4, 2005, Governor Arnold Schwarzenegger signed Senate Bill 719 
(Romero and Margett, see Annex B.)  This law, which went into effect January 1, 
2006, requires law enforcement agencies to establish pursuit policies, provide 
ongoing pursuit training to their officers, and ensure all pursuits are documented 
and submitted to the California Highway Patrol (CHP) within 30 days.  The CHP is 
required to submit an annual report to the Legislature which includes, but is not 
limited to:  the total number of pursuits reported to the CHP during that year, the 
total number of pursuits involving a crash in which an injury or fatality to an 
uninvolved third party occurred, and the total number of uninvolved third parties 
who were injured or killed as a result of those crashes.   
 
The CHP maintains the Pursuit Reporting System (PRS), which provides the ability 
to automate pursuit reporting, review, and critique processes.  The PRS is 
comprised of a Web-based front-end application, and a Microsoft Structured 
Query Language database back-end application.  The PRS includes information 
received from allied law enforcement agencies throughout California via the 
CHP 187A, Allied Agency Pursuit Report.  The CHP 187A is submitted via mail, 
electronic mail, or facsimile to the Data Analysis Unit within the CHP’s Support 
Services Section.   
 
Statistical Data 
 
The following 2020 data reflects information submitted by California law 
enforcement agencies and compiled by the CHP pursuant to Section 14602.1 of 
the California Vehicle Code.  Federal agencies are not subject to the reporting 
requirements; thus, the data does not encompass pursuits by federal agencies.  
The report has been compiled based on CHP 187A forms submitted by  
May 7, 2021, for calendar year 2020.   
 
A five-year trend analysis of pursuits was conducted encompassing calendar 
years 2016 to 2020, utilizing the data provided in the 2016 to 2019 legislative 
reports, and the 2020 data presented in this report. 
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Part I:  All California Law Enforcement Agencies 
 
A total of 11,650 police pursuits were reported to the CHP during 2020.  Of these, 
a total of 2,478 (21.2 percent) resulted in a crash.  Of the reported crashes, 
1,555 (62.8 percent) were non-injury property damage-only crashes, 876  
(35.3 percent) were injury crashes, and 47 (1.9 percent) were fatal crashes. 
 
 
2020 Statewide Pursuits  

 Number % of Crashes % of Total Pursuits 
Fatal Crash 47 1.9 0.4 
Injury Crash 876 35.3 7.5 
Noninjury Crash 1,555 62.8 13.3 
No Crash 9,172  78.8 
Total 11,650   

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
The 47 fatal crashes resulted in 61 deaths.  Thirty-two (52.4 percent) were the 
drivers of the pursued vehicle, 17 (27.9 percent) were passengers in the pursued 
vehicle, and 12 (19.7 percent) were uninvolved third parties.  There were no law 
enforcement officer fatalities reported from a pursuit crash in 2020.   
 

47 876

1,555

9,172

2020 Pursuits Resulting in Crash

Fatal Crash Injury Crash Non-injury Crash No Crash
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The 876 injury crashes resulted in 1,368 individuals suffering injuries.  Six hundred 
and sixty-eight parties injured (48.8 percent) were the drivers of the pursued 
vehicle, 258 (18.9 percent) were passengers in the pursued vehicle, 353  
(25.8 percent) were uninvolved third parties, and 89 (6.5 percent) were law 
enforcement officers. 

Statewide Pursuits Resulting in Crashes 
Number % of Total Pursuits 

Fatal 47 1.9 0.4 
Injury 876 35.3 7.5 
Noninjury 1,555 62.8 13.3 
Total 2,478 21.2 

47

876

1,555

Types of Crashes

Fatal Injury Non-injury

% of Crashes 
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Statewide Crash Caused Fatalities and Injuries 
 Fatalities % Fatalities Injuries % Injuries 
Suspect Driver 32 52.4 668 48.8 
Suspect Passenger(s) 17 27.9 258 18.9 
Uninvolved Third 
Party 

12 19.7 353 25.8 

Officer(s) 0 0.0 89 6.5 
Total 61  1,368  

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

12

17

32

Statewide Crash Fatalities

Univolved Third Party Suspect Passenger(s) Suspect Driver

353

258

668

89

Statewide Crash Injuries

Univolved Third Party Suspect Passenger(s) Suspect Driver Officer(s)
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Statewide, law enforcement agencies initiate enforcement stops for a variety of 
reasons.  In a small number of these enforcement actions, a suspect fails to yield 
to law enforcement and a vehicle pursuit ensues.  Most initiating violations 
observed prior to a pursuit involve speeding, stolen vehicles, registration/license 
plate violations, and failing to obey traffic control devices at a controlled 
intersection.  The most serious offense charged upon apprehension after a pursuit 
varies significantly compared to the initial violation.   
 
Most pursuits terminate quickly with the largest number of pursuits ending within 
the first five minutes and first five miles of initiation.  The termination point in 
approximately 73.9 percent of all pursuits reported in 2020, was within five miles of 
the origination point.  The following tables outline the total number of pursuits by 
distance and time.   
 
 

Statewide Count of Total Pursuits by Distance (miles) 
Miles # of Pursuits % of Pursuits 

1 4,132 35.5 
2-5 4,476 38.4 

6-10 1,370 11.8 
11-20 955 8.2 
21-30 321 2.7 
31-40 149 1.3 
41-50 87 0.7 
51-200 157 1.3 
200+ 3 <0.1 

 
 

Statewide Count of Total Pursuits by Total Time of Pursuit (minutes) 
Minutes # of Pursuits % of Pursuits 

1 3,263 28.0 
2 2,319 19.9 
3 1,472 12.6 
4 866 7.4 
5 679 5.8 

6-10 1,563 13.4 
11-20 873 7.5 
21-30 274 2.4 
31-40 146 1.3 
41-50 87 0.7 
51-60 33 0.3 
61-90 42 0.4 
91+ 33 0.3 
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The termination event of the pursuit is tracked utilizing 11 different termination 
descriptions. In 2020, law enforcement apprehended fleeing suspects 
approximately 54.2 percent of the time.  During the 2020 reporting period 1,557 
pursuits involved air support, of those 1,284 (82.0 percent) resulted in the 
apprehension of the fleeing suspect.  Of the 9,921 pursuits that did not involve air 
support in 2020, 5,027 (50.6 percent) pursuits resulted in apprehension of the 
fleeing suspect.  One hundred and seventy-two pursuits in 2020 did not report air 
support involvement. 
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Statewide Apprehensions by Event Terminating Pursuit
(6,313 Total Apprehensions)

Suspect vehicle voluntarily stopped, 2,241 (19.2%)
Suspect vehicle involved in a collision, 1,343 (11.5%)
Suspect abandoned vehicle and fled on foot, 1,059 (9.1%)
Suspect vehicle became disabled, 525 (4.5%)
Pursuit aborted by law enforcement, 421 (3.6%)
Forcible stop, 411 (3.5%)
Suspect vehicle evaded law enforcement, 138 (1.2%)
Other, 101 (0.9%)
Suspect vehicle and patrol vehicle collided, 39 (0.3%)
Patrol vehicle became disabled, 19 (0.2%)
Patrol vehicle involved in a collision, 16 (0.1%)
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Note:  One hundred eighty-one (1.5 percent) pursuits did not report the event 
terminating the pursuit. 
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Statewide Nonapprehensions by Event Terminating Pursuit
(5,156 Total Nonapprehensions)

Pursuit aborted by law enforcement agency, 2,841 (24.4%)
Suspect vehicle evaded law enforcement, 1,379 (11.8%)
Suspect abandoned vehicle and fled on foot, 524 (4.5%)
Suspect vehicle involved in a collision, 182 (1.6%)
Other, 97 (0.8%)
Suspect vehicle voluntarily stopped, 39 (0.3%)
Suspect vehicle became disabled, 32 (0.3%)
Patrol vehicle involved in a collision, 27 (0.2%)
Patrol vehicle became disabled, 25 (0.2%)
Suspect vehicle and patrol vehicle collided, 6 (<0.1%)
Forcible stop, 4 (<0.1%)
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The original violation is the reason for the initial enforcement action.  Many 
pursuits begin as a result of officers taking enforcement action for an infraction 
such as speeding, which is the most common originating violation.  As evident by 
the various charges upon apprehension, pursuits likely ensue because additional 
criminal activity exists, unknown to the officer at the time of pursuit initiation.   
 
Vehicle theft is the second most common originating violation, and one of seven 
felony crimes ranked within the top 20 originating violations collected by the PRS 
database.  The other felony offenses within the top 20 originating violations are 
burglary, assault with a deadly weapon, armed robbery, carjacking, domestic 
violence, and grand theft.  All other violations are misdemeanor or infraction 
traffic violations.  The top four violations of speeding, stolen vehicle, license 
plate/registration violations, and red light/stop sign violations account for 
approximately 50.6 percent of all pursuits that occurred in 2020. 
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Although many pursuits are initiated for vehicle code violations, many suspects 
apprehended are charged with serious felony and misdemeanor crimes.  In 
addition to evading arrest, the six most common violations charged after the 
suspect was apprehended were stolen vehicle, driving under the influence (DUI), 
driving with a suspended license or while unlicensed, resisting arrest, assault with 
a deadly weapon, and felon in possession of a firearm.  The most serious crime 
charged came from this category in approximately 43.9 percent of all 
apprehensions that occurred in 2020.   
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

Statewide Top Charges Upon Apprehension 
Crimes Charged Number % of 

Apprehensions 
% of Pursuits 

Stolen Vehicle  977 15.5 8.4 
DUI 704 11.2 6.0 
Suspended/Unlicensed Driver 352 5.6 3.0 
Resisting Arrest 323 5.1 2.8 
Assault with a Deadly Weapon 243 3.9 2.1 
Felon in Possession of a Firearm 163 2.6 1.4 

977

704

352

323

243
163

Statewide Top Charges Upon Apprehension

Stolen Vehicle DUI

Suspended/Unlicensed Driver Resisting Arrest

Assault with a Deadly Weapon Felon in Possession of a Firearm
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In addition to the top six charges upon apprehension previously listed, the 
following felonies were also noted as the most serious crime charged in pursuits 
where the suspect was apprehended:  burglary, robbery, carjacking, resisting 
arrest by force or violence, felony hit and run, child abuse/endangerment,  
grand theft, theft of firearm or automobile, and felony warrant.  The most  
serious crime charged came from this category in approximately 34.2 percent of 
all pursuit-related suspect apprehensions and account for approximately 18.6 
percent of all pursuits.  The following information represents the one crime 
identified by the pursuing agency as the most serious crime charged upon 
apprehension other than Evading a Peace Officer.  It should be noted these 
crimes may have been charged in other pursuits, but not identified as the most 
serious crime charged.  For this reason, there may be a higher incidence of these 
crimes than represented in this report. 
 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Statewide Serious Felony Crimes Charged Upon Apprehension 

Crimes Number 
% of 

Apprehensions 
% of 

Pursuits 
Stolen Vehicle 977 15.5 8.4 
Assault with a Deadly Weapon 243 3.9 2.1 
Felon in Possession of a Firearm 163 2.6 1.4 
Grand Theft 140 2.2 1.2 
Child Abuse/Endangerment 100 1.6 0.9 
Burglary 81 1.3 0.7 
Robbery 80 1.3 0.7 
Carjacking 79 1.3 0.7 
Theft of Firearm or Automobile 67 1.1 0.6 
Warrant (Felony) 58 0.9 0.5 
Felony Hit and Run 53 0.8 0.5 
Resisting Arrest by Force or Violence 50 0.8 0.4 
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Part II:  California Highway Patrol Pursuit Data 
 
The CHP reported involvement in 4,140 vehicle pursuits in 2020 (including 
multiagency pursuits), which represents 35.5 percent of the pursuits reported.  Of 
these, a total of 751 (18.2 percent) pursuits resulted in a crash.  Of the reported 
crashes, 481 (64.0 percent) were non-injury property damage-only crashes, 255 
(34.0 percent) were injury crashes, and 15 (2.0 percent) were fatal crashes.   
 
 

2020 CHP-Involved Pursuits  
 Number % of Crashes % of Total CHP 

Pursuits 
Fatal Crash 15 2.0 0.4 
Injury Crash 255 34.0 6.2 

Noninjury Crash 481 64.0 11.6 
No Crash 3,389  81.8 

Total 4,140   
 
 

 
 

 

15 255

481

3,389

CHP-Involved Pursuits

Fatal Crash Injury Crash Non-injury Crash No Crash

 
The 15 fatal crashes resulted in a total of 17 deaths.  Twelve (70.6 percent) were 
the drivers of the pursued vehicle, and five (29.4 percent) were a passenger in 
the pursued vehicle.  There were no CHP officer or uninvolved third-party deaths 
reported in a CHP-involved pursuits during 2020. 
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The 255 injury crashes resulted in 380 individuals injured.  Two hundred and two 
(53.1 percent) were the drivers of the pursued vehicles, 65 (17.1 percent) were 
passengers in the pursued vehicles, 98 (25.8 percent) were uninvolved third parties, 
and 15 (4.0 percent) were law enforcement officers. 
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CHP Involved Pursuit Crash Fatalities and Injuries 
 Fatalities % Fatalities Injuries % Injuries 

Suspect Driver 12 70.6 202 53.1 
Suspect Passenger(s) 5 29.4 65 17.1 
Uninvolved Third-Party 0 0.0 98 25.8 

Officer(s) 0 0.0 15 4.0 
Total 17  380  
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5

CHP-Involved Pursuit Crash Fatalities

Suspect Driver Suspect Passenger

202

65

98

15
CHP-Involved Pursuit Crash Injuries

Suspect Driver Suspect Passenger(s) Uninvolved Third Party Officer(s)
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The terminating event of the CHP pursuit is tracked utilizing 11 different 
termination descriptions.  In 2020, the CHP apprehended fleeing suspects 
approximately 47.8 percent of the time.   
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CHP-Involved Apprehensions by Event Terminating Pursuit
(1,980 Total CHP-Involved Apprehensions)

Suspect vehicle voluntarily stopped, 666 (16.1%)

Suspect vehicle involved in a crash, 436 (10.5%)

Forcible stop, 207 (5.0%)

Suspect abandoned vehicle and fled on foot, 198 (4.8%)

Pursuit aborted by law enforcement, 183 (4.4%)

Suspect vehicle became disabled, 178 (4.3%)

Suspect vehicle evaded law enforcement, 87 (2.1%)

Other, 13 (0.3%)

Suspect vehicle and patrol vehicle crashed, 10 (0.2%)

Patrol vehicle became disabled, 1 (<0.1%)

Patrol vehicle involved in a crash, 1 (< 0.1%)
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Note:  Twenty-three (0.6 percent) CHP-involved pursuits did not report the event 
terminating the pursuit.  
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Suspect vehicle and patrol vehicle crashed, 1 (< 0.1%)
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The top four most frequent originating violations for CHP-involved pursuits are 
speeding, stolen vehicle, registration/license plate violations, and unsafe turns. 
Due to the nature of the CHP’s traffic enforcement efforts on state highways, 
speeding is nearly five times more prevalent as an originating violation than the 
average of the other four violations listed.  Of the 1,764 originating violations for 
speeding in 2020, 575 originating violations were for speeding over 100 miles per 
hour (MPH).  In comparison, 2019 had 245 originating violations of speeding over 
100 MPH, an increase of 134.7 percent from 2019 to 2020.   
 
Stolen vehicle is the second most common originating violation, and one of five 
felony crimes ranked within the top 20 originating violations for CHP pursuits 
during 2020.  The other felony offenses within the top 20 originating violations are 
assault with a deadly weapon, carjacking, burglary, and robbery.  All other 
violations are misdemeanor or infraction traffic violations.  The top four violations 
account for approximately 64.2 percent of all CHP-involved pursuits. 
 
 
 

 
 
Although many pursuits are initiated for vehicle code violations, many suspects 
apprehended are charged with a serious felony or misdemeanor crime.  In 
addition to evading arrest, the six most frequent crimes reported as the most 
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serious charged upon apprehension are:  DUI, stolen vehicle, driving with a 
suspended license or unlicensed, resisting arrest, assault with a deadly weapon, 
and reckless driving.  The most serious crime charged came from this category in 
approximately 52.0 percent of all CHP-involved pursuit apprehensions that 
occurred in 2020.  
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Charges filed upon apprehension also include serious felony crimes such as:  
felony hit and run, burglary, robbery, felon in possession of a firearm, child 

CHP-Involved Top Charges Upon Apprehension

363

327

148

99

53 39

DUI Stolen Vehicle

Suspended/Unlicensed Driver Resisting Arrest

Assault with a Deadly Weapon Reckless Driving

CHP-Involved Top Charges Upon Apprehension 
Crime Charged Number % of 

Apprehensions 
% of Pursuits 

DUI 363 18.3 8.8 
Stolen Vehicle 327 16.5 7.9 
Suspended/Unlicensed Driver 148 7.5 3.6 
Resisting Arrest 99 5.0 2.4 
Assault with a Deadly Weapon 53 2.7 1.3 
Reckless Driving 39 2.0 0.9 
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endangerment/abuse, carjacking, felony warrant, and resisting arrest by force or 
violence.  In 25.7 percent of CHP-involved pursuit suspect apprehensions, a 
charge for a serious felony crime was filed.  The most serious crime charged 
comes from this category and accounts for 12.3 percent of all CHP-involved 
pursuits.  Since this data only includes the one specific crime identified to be the 
most serious crime charged, the actual number of times these violations were 
charged may be higher.  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Serious Felony Crimes Charged Upon Apprehension 

Crimes Number 
% of 

Apprehensions 
% of 

Pursuits 
Stolen Vehicle 327 16.5 7.9 
Assault with a Deadly Weapon 53 2.7 1.3 
Warrant (Felony) 27 1.4 0.7 
Carjacking 21 1.1 0.5 
Resisting Arrest by Force or Violence 19 1.0 0.5 
Child Endangerment/Abuse 15 0.8 0.4 
Burglary 13 0.7 0.3 
Possession of a Firearm 12 0.6 0.3 
Robbery 11 0.6 0.3 
Felony Hit and Run 10 0.5 0.2 
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Part III:  Five-Year Trend Analysis of Statewide and CHP Involved Pursuits 
 
The following data reflects pursuit trends for the last five years (2016 to 2020).  
Annex A provides a visual aid showing the five-year trends evaluated in this 
report. It is important to note that pursuit statistics were relatively stable until May 
of 2020 when a significant increase of pursuits occurred.   
 
 

 
 
 
Both statewide and CHP-involved pursuits increased over the five-year period.  
Statewide pursuits increased from 8,554 pursuits in 2016, to 11,650 pursuits in 2020; 
an increase of 36.2 percent.  Respectively, CHP-involved pursuits increased from 
2,419 in 2016 to 4,140 in 2020; an increase of 71.1 percent.   
 
For statewide agencies, the number of pursuit crashes increased from 2,140 (25.0 
percent of pursuits) to 2,478 (21.2 percent of pursuits), an increase of 15.8 percent 
from 2016 to 2020.  The percentage of pursuits that resulted in crashes decreased 
by 15.2 percent over the five-year period.  The number of statewide pursuits 
resulting in non-injury property damage-only crashes increased 14.8 percent from 
1,354 non-injury property damage-only crashes (63.3 percent of crashes), to 1,555 
non-injury property damage-only crashes (62.8 percent of crashes).  Injury 
crashes increased 15.0 percent from 762 injury crashes (35.6 percent of crashes), 
to 876 crashes (35.3 percent of crashes).  The percentage of pursuits resulting in 
an injury crash decreased by 0.8 percent.  Fatal crashes increased from 24 fatal 
crashes in 2016 (1.1 percent of crashes), to 47 fatal crashes (1.9 percent of 
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crashes) in 2020, an increase of 95.8 percent. The percentage of pursuits resulting 
in a fatal crash increased by 72.7 percent. 
 
 

Statewide Pursuits 

  2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 

5-Year 
Percentage 

Change 
Total Pursuits 8,554 9,342 9,128 8,822 11,650 36.2% 
Non-crashes 6,414 6,868 6,885 6,768 9,172 43.0% 

Crashes 2,140 2,474 2,243 2,054 2,478 15.8% 
Crashes % 25.0% 26.5% 24.6% 23.2% 21.2% -15.2% 

Fatal Crashes 24 29 25 28 47 95.8% 
Fatal Crash % of 

Crashes 1.1% 1.2% 1.1% 1.4% 1.9% 72.7% 
Injury Crashes 762 824 752 672 876 15.0% 

Injury Crashes % of 
Crashes 35.6% 33.3% 33.5% 32.7% 35.3% -0.8% 

Non-injury Property 
Damage Crashes 1,354 1,621 1,466 1,354 1,555 14.8% 

Non-injury Property 
Damage Crashes % 

of Crashes 63.3% 65.5% 65.4% 65.9% 62.8% -0.8% 
Fatalities 24 32 36 35 61 154.2% 
Injuries 1,240 1,419 1,288 1,202 1,368 10.3% 

 
 
The CHP-involved pursuit crashes increased from 528 (21.8 percent of pursuits) in 
2016, to 751 (18.1 percent of pursuits) in 2020.  The percentage of CHP- involved 
pursuits that resulted in a crash decreased by 16.5 percent over the five-year 
period. The CHP-involved pursuits in 2016 resulted in 317 non-injury property 
damage-only crashes (60.0 percent of crashes) compared to 481 non-injury 
property damage-only crashes in 2020 (64.0 percent of crashes), an increase of 
51.7 percent over the five-year period.   In 2016, 201 injury crashes occurred (38.1 
percent of crashes) compared to 255 injury crashes in 2020 (34.0 percent of 
crashes) an increase of 26.9 percent.  However, the percentage of pursuits 
resulting in an injury crash decreased by 10.8 percent over the same time period.  
Fatal crashes in CHP-involved pursuits increased from 10 (1.9 percent of crashes) 
in 2016, to 15 (2.0 percent of crashes) in 2020, an increase of 50 percent.  The 
percentage of pursuits that resulted in a fatal crash increased 5.3 percent over 
the five-year period. 
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CHP-Involved Pursuits 

  2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 

5 Year 
Percentage 

Change 
Total Pursuits 2,419 2,585 2,546 2,497 4,140 71.1% 

No Crash 1,891 2,050 2,082 2,058 3,389 79.2% 
Crashes 528 535 464 439 751 42.2% 

Crashes % 21.8% 20.7% 18.2% 17.6% 18.2% -16.5% 
Fatal Crashes 10 8 8 9 15 50.0% 

Fatal Crash % of 
Crashes 1.9% 1.5% 1.7% 2.1% 2.0% 5.3% 

Injury Crashes 201 178 178 157 255 26.9% 
Injury Crashes % 

of Crashes 38.1% 33.3% 38.4% 35.8% 34.0% -10.8% 
Noninjury Prop. 

Damage Crashes 317 349 278 273 481 51.7% 
Noninjury Prop. 

Damage Crashes 
% of Crashes 60.0% 65.2% 59.9% 62.2% 64.0% 6.7% 

Fatalities 10 8 8 10 17 70.0% 
Injuries 303 273 270 254 380 25.4% 

 
 
Conclusion 
 
Statewide, millions of enforcement stops are conducted every year by hundreds 
of law enforcement agencies.  Despite significant media coverage, only a small 
percentage of enforcement actions lead to a vehicle pursuit.  Pursuits by nature 
are high-risk events for law enforcement officers, as well as the motoring public.  
As evident by the scarcity of injuries and fatalities to uninvolved third parties (353 
injuries, 3.0 percent of all pursuits and 12 fatalities from 10 pursuits, 0.1 percent of 
all pursuits), law enforcement agencies overwhelmingly use sound, professional 
judgement when attempting to apprehend fleeing suspects.  The vast majority of 
pursuits (78.8 percent) end without a crash or any injuries to the suspect or 
uninvolved third parties.  As evident by the number of serious crimes charged 
upon apprehension, pursuits often lead to the arrest of dangerous criminals.  
 
The statewide 2020 data showed a significant increase in the number of pursuits 
and those resulting in crashes; however, the percentage of pursuits resulting in a 
crash decreased 15.2 percent.  
 
While statewide police pursuits have increased over the past five years, through 
the utilization of law enforcement air support, direct supervision, and regular 
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training, pursuits are increasingly mitigated in the safest manner possible to 
apprehend the fleeing suspect while considering public and officer safety.  This is 
supported by the 15.2  percentdecrease in the number of pursuits that result in 
crashes over the five-year period from 2016 to 2020.    
 
The CHP and statewide agencies are continuing to research advanced 
technologies that would decrease crashes resulting from fleeing suspects.  In 
addition to those technologies being researched for enforcement purposes, the 
CHP is also researching an update to PRS that would allow for allied agencies to 
submit data reported on the CHP 187A form, via a web-based portal in lieu of 
the current paper form that is submitted to the CHP and entered manually by the 
Data Analysis Unit.  This update would lead to the ability to track pursuit data in 
near real-time.  The CHP is also beginning to analyze additional data points that 
will provide relevant data to reduce crashes resulting from pursuits. For 2020, 
additional data analysis of “Pursuits Involving Air Support” showed that 82 
percent of pursuits involving air support in 2020 resulted in the apprehension of 
the suspect, an apprehension rate 31 percent higher than pursuits that did not 
involve air support. 
 
As California’s population grows along with the number of motorists utilizing 
California’s roadway system, it is imperative for law enforcement agencies to 
continue providing adequate training to their officers, and maintain sound 
policies fortified in constant analysis of risk versus gain as a pursuit unfolds to 
increase public safety and better serve the community. 
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Statewide Pursuits Five-Year Trend Analysis 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2016 2017 2018 2019 2020
Total Pursuits 8,554 9,342 9,128 8,822 11,650
No Crash 6,414 6,868 6,885 6,768 9,172
Crashes 2,140 2,474 2,243 2,054 2,478
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CHP-Involved Pursuits Five-Year Trend Analysis 
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Additional Data Analysis 
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	EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
	Introduction 
	 
	On October 4, 2005, Governor Arnold Schwarzenegger signed Senate Bill  719 (Romero and Margett).  This law, which went into effect January 1, 2006, requires law enforcement agencies to establish pursuit policies, provide ongoing pursuit training to their officers, and ensure all pursuits are documented and submitted to the California Highway Patrol (CHP) within 30 days.  The CHP is required to submit an annual report to the Legislature that includes, but is not limited to: 
	 
	• The total number of pursuits reported to the CHP during that year. 
	• The total number of pursuits reported to the CHP during that year. 
	• The total number of pursuits reported to the CHP during that year. 

	• The total number of pursuits involving a crash in which an injury or fatality to an uninvolved third party occurred. 
	• The total number of pursuits involving a crash in which an injury or fatality to an uninvolved third party occurred. 

	• The total number of uninvolved third parties who were injured or killed as a result of those crashes.  
	• The total number of uninvolved third parties who were injured or killed as a result of those crashes.  


	 
	Statistical Data 
	 
	The following 2020 data reflects information submitted by CHP field commands and other California law enforcement agencies pursuant to Section 14602.1 of the California Vehicle Code.  Federal agencies are not subject to the reporting requirements; thus, the data does not encompass pursuits by federal agencies.  The report has been compiled utilizing 2020 data entered into the Department’s Pursuit Reporting System as of  May 7, 2021.   
	 
	A total of 11,650 police pursuits were reported to the CHP during 2020.  Of these, a total of 2,478 (21.2 percent) pursuits resulted in a crash.  Of the reported crashes: 
	 
	• 1,555 (62.8 percent) were noninjury property-damage only crashes.876 (35.3 percent) were injury crashes. 
	• 1,555 (62.8 percent) were noninjury property-damage only crashes.876 (35.3 percent) were injury crashes. 
	• 1,555 (62.8 percent) were noninjury property-damage only crashes.876 (35.3 percent) were injury crashes. 

	• 47 (1.9 percent) were fatal crashes, which resulted in 61 deaths. 
	• 47 (1.9 percent) were fatal crashes, which resulted in 61 deaths. 


	 
	Of the 61 deaths: 
	 
	• 32 (52.4 percent) were the drivers of the pursued vehicle. 
	• 32 (52.4 percent) were the drivers of the pursued vehicle. 
	• 32 (52.4 percent) were the drivers of the pursued vehicle. 

	• 17 (27.9 percent) were passengers in the pursued vehicle. 
	• 17 (27.9 percent) were passengers in the pursued vehicle. 

	• 12 (19.7 percent) were an uninvolved third party. • There were no law enforcement officer fatalities.   
	• 12 (19.7 percent) were an uninvolved third party. • There were no law enforcement officer fatalities.   


	 
	Of the 876 injury crashes,1,368 people were injured.  Of the injured parties: 
	 
	• 668 (48.8 percent) were the drivers of the pursued vehicle. 
	• 668 (48.8 percent) were the drivers of the pursued vehicle. 
	• 668 (48.8 percent) were the drivers of the pursued vehicle. 

	• 258 (18.9 percent) were passengers in the pursued vehicle.  
	• 258 (18.9 percent) were passengers in the pursued vehicle.  

	• 353 (25.8 percent) were uninvolved third parties. 
	• 353 (25.8 percent) were uninvolved third parties. 

	• 89 (6.5 percent) were law enforcement officers. 
	• 89 (6.5 percent) were law enforcement officers. 


	 
	The CHP was involved in 4,140 vehicle pursuits in 2020 (including multiagency pursuits).  A total of 751 (18.2 percent) of CHP pursuits resulted in a crash.  Of the reported crashes: 
	 
	• 481 (64.0 percent) were noninjury property-damage only crashes. 
	• 481 (64.0 percent) were noninjury property-damage only crashes. 
	• 481 (64.0 percent) were noninjury property-damage only crashes. 

	• 255 (34.0 percent) were injury crashes. 
	• 255 (34.0 percent) were injury crashes. 

	• 15 (2.0 percent) were fatal crashes, which resulted in 17 deaths. 
	• 15 (2.0 percent) were fatal crashes, which resulted in 17 deaths. 


	 
	Of the 17 deaths: 
	 
	• 12 (70.6 percent) were the drivers of the pursued vehicle. 
	• 12 (70.6 percent) were the drivers of the pursued vehicle. 
	• 12 (70.6 percent) were the drivers of the pursued vehicle. 

	• 5 (29.4 percent) were passengers in the pursued vehicle. 
	• 5 (29.4 percent) were passengers in the pursued vehicle. 

	• There were no deaths to uninvolved third parties.   
	• There were no deaths to uninvolved third parties.   

	• There were no CHP officer fatalities. 
	• There were no CHP officer fatalities. 


	 
	Of the 255 injury crashes, 380 people were injured.  Of the injured parties: 
	 
	• 202 (53.1 percent) were the drivers of the pursued vehicle. 
	• 202 (53.1 percent) were the drivers of the pursued vehicle. 
	• 202 (53.1 percent) were the drivers of the pursued vehicle. 

	• 65 (17.1 percent) were passengers in the pursued vehicle. 
	• 65 (17.1 percent) were passengers in the pursued vehicle. 

	• 98 (25.8 percent) were uninvolved third parties. 
	• 98 (25.8 percent) were uninvolved third parties. 

	• 15 (4.0 percent) were law enforcement officers. 
	• 15 (4.0 percent) were law enforcement officers. 


	 
	Statewide, the majority of initiating violations prior to a pursuit involved speeding, stolen vehicles, registration/license plate violations, and failure to obey traffic control devices at an intersection.   
	 
	Although many pursuits were initiated during traffic stops for infractions, many of the suspects captured were charged with serious felony and misdemeanor crimes.  In addition to evading arrest, the top six crimes reported as the most serious crimes charged upon apprehension were:  vehicle theft, driving under the influence, suspended/unlicensed driver, resisting arrest, assault with a deadly weapon, and felon in possession of a firearm.  In approximately 43.8 percent of all pursuit related apprehensions in
	 
	The majority of pursuits terminated quickly, with 73.9 percent terminating within the first five minutes and first five miles of initiation.  The most common reason for the termination of a pursuit was the pursuit being aborted by law enforcement due to public safety, which occurred in 28.0 percent of all pursuits. 
	 
	Conclusion 
	 
	Statewide pursuits in 2020 increased to 11,650, an increase of 32.1 percent from 2019. The CHP involved pursuits increased to 4,140, an increase of 65.8 percent from the year prior.  The pursuit data indicates law enforcement apprehended fleeing suspects 54.2 percent of the time, resulting in a variety of criminal charges beyond evading arrest.  During the reporting period, 34.2 percent of statewide apprehensions and 18.6 percent of statewide pursuits resulted in a serious felony crime, other than Evading a
	 

	REPORT TO THE LEGISLATURE 
	REPORT TO THE LEGISLATURE 
	SENATE BILL 719 
	2020 POLICE PURSUITS 
	 
	 
	Introduction 
	 
	A vehicle pursuit is defined as an event involving one or more law enforcement officers attempting to apprehend a suspect operating a motor vehicle while the suspect is attempting to avoid arrest by using high speed driving or other  
	evasive tactics, such as driving off a highway, turning suddenly, or driving in a legal manner, but willfully failing to yield to the officer’s signal to stop.  On October 4, 2005, Governor Arnold Schwarzenegger signed Senate Bill 719 (Romero and Margett, see Annex B.)  This law, which went into effect January 1, 2006, requires law enforcement agencies to establish pursuit policies, provide ongoing pursuit training to their officers, and ensure all pursuits are documented and submitted to the California Hig
	 
	The CHP maintains the Pursuit Reporting System (PRS), which provides the ability to automate pursuit reporting, review, and critique processes.  The PRS is comprised of a Web-based front-end application, and a Microsoft Structured Query Language database back-end application.  The PRS includes information received from allied law enforcement agencies throughout California via the CHP 187A, Allied Agency Pursuit Report.  The CHP 187A is submitted via mail, electronic mail, or facsimile to the Data Analysis U
	 
	Statistical Data 
	 
	The following 2020 data reflects information submitted by California law enforcement agencies and compiled by the CHP pursuant to Section 14602.1 of the California Vehicle Code.  Federal agencies are not subject to the reporting requirements; thus, the data does not encompass pursuits by federal agencies.  The report has been compiled based on CHP 187A forms submitted by  
	May 7, 2021, for calendar year 2020.   
	 
	A five-year trend analysis of pursuits was conducted encompassing calendar years 2016 to 2020, utilizing the data provided in the 2016 to 2019 legislative reports, and the 2020 data presented in this report. 
	Part I:  All California Law Enforcement Agencies 
	 
	A total of 11,650 police pursuits were reported to the CHP during 2020.  Of these, a total of 2,478 (21.2 percent) resulted in a crash.  Of the reported crashes, 1,555 (62.8 percent) were non-injury property damage-only crashes, 876  
	(35.3 percent) were injury crashes, and 47 (1.9 percent) were fatal crashes. 
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	The 47 fatal crashes resulted in 61 deaths.  Thirty-two (52.4 percent) were the drivers of the pursued vehicle, 17 (27.9 percent) were passengers in the pursued vehicle, and 12 (19.7 percent) were uninvolved third parties.  There were no law enforcement officer fatalities reported from a pursuit crash in 2020.   
	 
	The 876 injury crashes resulted in 1,368 individuals suffering injuries.  Six hundred and sixty-eight parties injured (48.8 percent) were the drivers of the pursued vehicle, 258 (18.9 percent) were passengers in the pursued vehicle, 353  
	(25.8 percent) were uninvolved third parties, and 89 (6.5 percent) were law enforcement officers. 
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	Statewide, law enforcement agencies initiate enforcement stops for a variety of reasons.  In a small number of these enforcement actions, a suspect fails to yield to law enforcement and a vehicle pursuit ensues.  Most initiating violations observed prior to a pursuit involve speeding, stolen vehicles, registration/license plate violations, and failing to obey traffic control devices at a controlled intersection.  The most serious offense charged upon apprehension after a pursuit varies significantly compare
	 
	Most pursuits terminate quickly with the largest number of pursuits ending within the first five minutes and first five miles of initiation.  The termination point in approximately 73.9 percent of all pursuits reported in 2020, was within five miles of the origination point.  The following tables outline the total number of pursuits by distance and time.   
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	The termination event of the pursuit is tracked utilizing 11 different termination descriptions. In 2020, law enforcement apprehended fleeing suspects approximately 54.2 percent of the time.  During the 2020 reporting period 1,557 pursuits involved air support, of those 1,284 (82.0 percent) resulted in the apprehension of the fleeing suspect.  Of the 9,921 pursuits that did not involve air support in 2020, 5,027 (50.6 percent) pursuits resulted in apprehension of the fleeing suspect.  One hundred and sevent
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	Statewide Nonapprehensions by Event Terminating Pursuit
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	(5,156 Total Nonapprehensions)

	Pursuit aborted by law enforcement agency, 2,841 (24.4%)
	Pursuit aborted by law enforcement agency, 2,841 (24.4%)

	Suspect vehicle evaded law enforcement, 1,379 (11.8%)
	Suspect vehicle evaded law enforcement, 1,379 (11.8%)

	Suspect abandoned vehicle and fled on foot, 524 (4.5%)
	Suspect abandoned vehicle and fled on foot, 524 (4.5%)
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	Other, 97 (0.8%)

	Suspect vehicle voluntarily stopped, 39 (0.3%)
	Suspect vehicle voluntarily stopped, 39 (0.3%)

	Suspect vehicle became disabled, 32 (0.3%)
	Suspect vehicle became disabled, 32 (0.3%)

	Patrol vehicle involved in a collision, 27 (0.2%)
	Patrol vehicle involved in a collision, 27 (0.2%)

	Patrol vehicle became disabled, 25 (0.2%)
	Patrol vehicle became disabled, 25 (0.2%)

	Suspect vehicle and patrol vehicle collided, 6 (<0.1%)
	Suspect vehicle and patrol vehicle collided, 6 (<0.1%)

	Forcible stop, 4 (<0.1%)
	Forcible stop, 4 (<0.1%)


	 
	Note:  One hundred eighty-one (1.5 percent) pursuits did not report the event terminating the pursuit. 
	 
	 
	The original violation is the reason for the initial enforcement action.  Many pursuits begin as a result of officers taking enforcement action for an infraction such as speeding, which is the most common originating violation.  As evident by the various charges upon apprehension, pursuits likely ensue because additional criminal activity exists, unknown to the officer at the time of pursuit initiation.   
	 
	Vehicle theft is the second most common originating violation, and one of seven felony crimes ranked within the top 20 originating violations collected by the PRS database.  The other felony offenses within the top 20 originating violations are burglary, assault with a deadly weapon, armed robbery, carjacking, domestic violence, and grand theft.  All other violations are misdemeanor or infraction traffic violations.  The top four violations of speeding, stolen vehicle, license plate/registration violations,
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	Although many pursuits are initiated for vehicle code violations, many suspects apprehended are charged with serious felony and misdemeanor crimes.  In addition to evading arrest, the six most common violations charged after the suspect was apprehended were stolen vehicle, driving under the influence (DUI), driving with a suspended license or while unlicensed, resisting arrest, assault with a deadly weapon, and felon in possession of a firearm.  The most serious crime charged came from this category in appr
	 
	 
	Statewide Top Charges Upon Apprehension 
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	In addition to the top six charges upon apprehension previously listed, the following felonies were also noted as the most serious crime charged in pursuits where the suspect was apprehended:  burglary, robbery, carjacking, resisting arrest by force or violence, felony hit and run, child abuse/endangerment,  
	grand theft, theft of firearm or automobile, and felony warrant.  The most  
	serious crime charged came from this category in approximately 34.2 percent of all pursuit-related suspect apprehensions and account for approximately 18.6 percent of all pursuits.  The following information represents the one crime identified by the pursuing agency as the most serious crime charged upon apprehension other than Evading a Peace Officer.  It should be noted these crimes may have been charged in other pursuits, but not identified as the most serious crime charged.  For this reason, there may b
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	Part II:  California Highway Patrol Pursuit Data 
	 
	The CHP reported involvement in 4,140 vehicle pursuits in 2020 (including multiagency pursuits), which represents 35.5 percent of the pursuits reported.  Of these, a total of 751 (18.2 percent) pursuits resulted in a crash.  Of the reported crashes, 481 (64.0 percent) were non-injury property damage-only crashes, 255 (34.0 percent) were injury crashes, and 15 (2.0 percent) were fatal crashes.   
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	The 15 fatal crashes resulted in a total of 17 deaths.  Twelve (70.6 percent) were the drivers of the pursued vehicle, and five (29.4 percent) were a passenger in the pursued vehicle.  There were no CHP officer or uninvolved third-party deaths reported in a CHP-involved pursuits during 2020. 
	 
	The 255 injury crashes resulted in 380 individuals injured.  Two hundred and two (53.1 percent) were the drivers of the pursued vehicles, 65 (17.1 percent) were passengers in the pursued vehicles, 98 (25.8 percent) were uninvolved third parties, and 15 (4.0 percent) were law enforcement officers. 
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	The terminating event of the CHP pursuit is tracked utilizing 11 different termination descriptions.  In 2020, the CHP apprehended fleeing suspects approximately 47.8 percent of the time.   
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	Suspect vehicle voluntarily stopped, 666 (16.1%)
	Suspect vehicle voluntarily stopped, 666 (16.1%)

	Suspect vehicle involved in a crash, 436 (10.5%)
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	(2,137 Total CHP-Involved Nonapprehensions)

	Pursuit aborted by law enforcement agency, 1,111 (26.8%)
	Pursuit aborted by law enforcement agency, 1,111 (26.8%)

	Suspect vehicle evaded law enforcement, 790 (19.1%)
	Suspect vehicle evaded law enforcement, 790 (19.1%)

	Suspect abandoned vehicle and fled on foot, 138 (3.3%)
	Suspect abandoned vehicle and fled on foot, 138 (3.3%)

	Suspect vehicle involved in a crash, 59 (1.4%)
	Suspect vehicle involved in a crash, 59 (1.4%)

	Patrol vehicle became disabled, 10 (0.2%)
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	Patrol vehicle involved in a crash, 9 (0.2%)
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	Note:  Twenty-three (0.6 percent) CHP-involved pursuits did not report the event terminating the pursuit.  
	The top four most frequent originating violations for CHP-involved pursuits are speeding, stolen vehicle, registration/license plate violations, and unsafe turns. Due to the nature of the CHP’s traffic enforcement efforts on state highways, speeding is nearly five times more prevalent as an originating violation than the average of the other four violations listed.  Of the 1,764 originating violations for speeding in 2020, 575 originating violations were for speeding over 100 miles per hour (MPH).  In compa
	 
	Stolen vehicle is the second most common originating violation, and one of five felony crimes ranked within the top 20 originating violations for CHP pursuits during 2020.  The other felony offenses within the top 20 originating violations are assault with a deadly weapon, carjacking, burglary, and robbery.  All other violations are misdemeanor or infraction traffic violations.  The top four violations account for approximately 64.2 percent of all CHP-involved pursuits. 
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	Although many pursuits are initiated for vehicle code violations, many suspects apprehended are charged with a serious felony or misdemeanor crime.  In addition to evading arrest, the six most frequent crimes reported as the most serious charged upon apprehension are:  DUI, stolen vehicle, driving with a suspended license or unlicensed, resisting arrest, assault with a deadly weapon, and reckless driving.  The most serious crime charged came from this category in approximately 52.0 percent of all CHP-involv
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	Charges filed upon apprehension also include serious felony crimes such as:  felony hit and run, burglary, robbery, felon in possession of a firearm, child endangerment/abuse, carjacking, felony warrant, and resisting arrest by force or violence.  In 25.7 percent of CHP-involved pursuit suspect apprehensions, a charge for a serious felony crime was filed.  The most serious crime charged comes from this category and accounts for 12.3 percent of all CHP-involved pursuits.  Since this data only includes the on
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	Part III:  Five-Year Trend Analysis of Statewide and CHP Involved Pursuits 
	 
	The following data reflects pursuit trends for the last five years (2016 to 2020).  Annex A provides a visual aid showing the five-year trends evaluated in this report. It is important to note that pursuit statistics were relatively stable until May of 2020 when a significant increase of pursuits occurred.   
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	Both statewide and CHP-involved pursuits increased over the five-year period.  Statewide pursuits increased from 8,554 pursuits in 2016, to 11,650 pursuits in 2020; an increase of 36.2 percent.  Respectively, CHP-involved pursuits increased from 2,419 in 2016 to 4,140 in 2020; an increase of 71.1 percent.   
	 
	For statewide agencies, the number of pursuit crashes increased from 2,140 (25.0 percent of pursuits) to 2,478 (21.2 percent of pursuits), an increase of 15.8 percent from 2016 to 2020.  The percentage of pursuits that resulted in crashes decreased by 15.2 percent over the five-year period.  The number of statewide pursuits resulting in non-injury property damage-only crashes increased 14.8 percent from 1,354 non-injury property damage-only crashes (63.3 percent of crashes), to 1,555 non-injury property dam
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	The CHP-involved pursuit crashes increased from 528 (21.8 percent of pursuits) in 2016, to 751 (18.1 percent of pursuits) in 2020.  The percentage of CHP- involved pursuits that resulted in a crash decreased by 16.5 percent over the five-year period. The CHP-involved pursuits in 2016 resulted in 317 non-injury property damage-only crashes (60.0 percent of crashes) compared to 481 non-injury property damage-only crashes in 2020 (64.0 percent of crashes), an increase of 51.7 percent over the five-year period.
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	Conclusion 
	 
	Statewide, millions of enforcement stops are conducted every year by hundreds of law enforcement agencies.  Despite significant media coverage, only a small percentage of enforcement actions lead to a vehicle pursuit.  Pursuits by nature are high-risk events for law enforcement officers, as well as the motoring public.  As evident by the scarcity of injuries and fatalities to uninvolved third parties (353 injuries, 3.0 percent of all pursuits and 12 fatalities from 10 pursuits, 0.1 percent of all pursuits),
	 
	The statewide 2020 data showed a significant increase in the number of pursuits and those resulting in crashes; however, the percentage of pursuits resulting in a crash decreased 15.2 percent.  
	 
	While statewide police pursuits have increased over the past five years, through the utilization of law enforcement air support, direct supervision, and regular training, pursuits are increasingly mitigated in the safest manner possible to apprehend the fleeing suspect while considering public and officer safety.  This is supported by the 15.2  percentdecrease in the number of pursuits that result in crashes over the five-year period from 2016 to 2020.    
	 
	The CHP and statewide agencies are continuing to research advanced technologies that would decrease crashes resulting from fleeing suspects.  In addition to those technologies being researched for enforcement purposes, the CHP is also researching an update to PRS that would allow for allied agencies to submit data reported on the CHP 187A form, via a web-based portal in lieu of the current paper form that is submitted to the CHP and entered manually by the Data Analysis Unit.  This update would lead to the 
	 
	As California’s population grows along with the number of motorists utilizing California’s roadway system, it is imperative for law enforcement agencies to continue providing adequate training to their officers, and maintain sound policies fortified in constant analysis of risk versus gain as a pursuit unfolds to increase public safety and better serve the community. 
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