
SUMMARY OF FISCAL YEAR (FY) 2009/10  
CALIFORNIA SCHOOL BUS COLLISION DATA 

 
 

The following is a summary of California school bus collision data for FY 2009/10.  This 
data reflects those collisions which occurred while school buses were transporting one 
or more students to or from school, or school-related activities.  School pupil 
transportation agencies may use this information to identify primary collision factors and 
direct their training resources accordingly.  This data should assist school pupil 
transportation agencies in reducing incidents of school bus-involved collisions and 
ensure the safe transportation of California’s school pupils. 
 
SYNOPSIS   
 
Mileage: The total number of school buses operated in California during FY 2009/10 
increased to 24,895 from 23,678; a five percent increase from the previous year.  The 
number of miles traveled increased to 288,227,524 from 277,317,718; a four percent 
increase from the previous year. 
 
Collisions:  School bus collisions in FY 2009/10 decreased to 1,878 from 2,091; an 
eleven percent decrease from the previous year.  Of the collisions, five resulted in 
fatalities.  However, none of the fatalities involved school pupil passengers.  The last 
school pupil passenger death occurred in 1995. 
 
Summary of Fatal Collisions:  Below is a summary of the fatal collisions that occurred 
during FY 2009/10.  
 
On August 28, 2009, in the City of Modesto, a fatal collision occurred involving a school 
bus.  A school bus driver was traveling westbound on State Route 108 east of 8th Street, 
at approximately 35 miles per hour, when another driver driving eastbound, allowed his 
vehicle to drift to the left of the solid yellow lines into the westbound lane.  Upon seeing 
the other driver travel into her lane, the school bus driver turned her vehicle to the right 
attempting to avoid the other vehicle.  However, the other vehicle collided with the front 
of the school bus causing fatal injuries to the driver of the other vehicle.  The school bus 
driver was found not-at-fault for the collision.  
 
On October 16, 2009, in the City of Cotati, a fatal collision occurred involving a school 
bus.  The driver of a Hyundai was traveling eastbound on State Route 116 at 
approximately 45 miles per hour when he failed to notice a Honda Civic stopped in front 
of him at a 4-way intersection.  The Hyundai collided with the Honda Civic.  As a result 
of the initial impact, the Honda Civic was pushed forward and rolled directly into the 
path of an oncoming freightliner truck tractor combination (truck-tractor).  The driver of 
the truck-tractor applied the brakes but was unable to stop; jackknifed and struck the 
right side of the Honda Civic; then ran over the top of the Honda Civic.  The impact of 
the truck-tractor with the Honda Civic caused the Honda Civic to rotate in a clockwise 
manner in a southeasterly direction towards a school bus which was stopped at the 4-
way intersection.  The Honda Civic rolled and struck the front of the school bus.  The 
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school bus driver did not have time to react to the chain of events and was found not at-
fault in this collision.  The driver of the Honda Civic succumbed to injuries sustained 
when her vehicle made impact with the truck-tractor.  The driver of the Hyundai was 
found at fault for this collision.   
 
On February 26, 2010, in the City of San Diego, a fatal collision occurred involving a 
school bus.  In the early morning hours, the driver of a school bus was traveling 
eastbound on Reche Road west of Oak Glade, at approximately 25 miles per hours.   
The school bus driver realized he had forgotten his radio, paperwork and timesheet and 
needed to go back home to retrieve the items.  As the school bus driver was moving 
into the left turn lane to make a U-turn, he observed a man on his knees, in the left turn 
lane.  The school bus driver swerved left to avoid making impact with the man but the 
front of the school bus hit the man.  The man succumbed to his injuries.  The school bus 
driver was found to be an associated factor in this collision in violation of California 
Vehicle Code Section 21460.5, which states, in part, that a vehicle shall not be driven in 
a designated two-way left turn lane when preparing for or making a left turn from or into 
a highway or when preparing for or making a U-turn when otherwise permitted by law, 
and shall not be driven in that lane for more than 200 feet while preparing for and 
making the turn or while preparing to merge into the adjacent lanes of travel. 
 
On April 23, 2010, in the City of Oroville, a fatal collision occurred involving a school 
bus.  The driver of a school bus was traveling northbound on Table Mountain 
Boulevard, in the #1 lane at approximately 30 miles per hour when she noticed a 
motorcycle on southbound Table Mountain Boulevard in the distance, weaving in and 
out of traffic at a high rate of speed.  As the motorcycle drew closer to the school bus, 
the motorcycle allowed his vehicle to cross over into the northbound lane into the path 
of the school bus.  The school bus driver applied her brakes but due to the proximity of 
the motorcycle to the school bus, both vehicles collided, causing fatal injuries to the 
driver of motorcycle and his canine which was in his jacket.  The driver of the 
motorcycle was later determined to be driving under the influence.  The school bus 
driver was found not at-fault in this collision. 
 
On June 9, 2010, in the City of Modesto, a fatal collision occurred involving a school 
bus.  A school bus driver was traveling southbound on Crows Landing Road at 
approximately 55 miles per hour when a vehicle traveling on the northbound side began 
to veer into the southbound lanes.  The school bus driver swerved to the right but was 
unable to avoid the impact of the approaching vehicle.  The left front corner of the other 
vehicle collided with the left front corner of the school bus.  The driver of the other 
vehicle succumbed to his injuries.  The driver of the school bus was found not at-fault in 
this collision. 
 
Injury Collisions:  The total number of injury collisions in FY 2009/10 decreased to 296 
from 313 the previous year; a six percent decrease. 
 
School Bus Driver-at-Fault Collisions:  School bus drivers were determined to be at 
fault in 726 school bus collisions for FY 2009/10; a decrease of 107 from the previous 
year.  This indicates a 13 percent decrease.  Of the driver-at-fault collisions, 591  
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(81 percent) occurred in Type 1 school buses and 135 (19 percent) occurred in Type 2 
school buses.   
 A Type 1 school bus is a vehicle designed to carry more than 16 passengers and 

the driver.   
 
 A Type 2 school bus is a vehicle designed to carry not more than 16 passengers 

and the driver, or a vehicle manufactured on or after April 1, 1977, having a 
manufacturer's gross vehicle weight rating of 10,000 pounds or less, and 
designed to carry not more than 20 passengers and the driver. 

 
Other Drivers-at-Fault Collisions and Causes Other than Driver-at-Fault:  Drivers of 
other vehicles and/or collisions attributed to non-specific causes were responsible for 
1,152 (61 percent) of the total school bus collisions. 
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TABLE 1 
 

FISCAL YEAR 2009/10  
CALIFORNIA SCHOOL BUS STATISTICS – TOTAL COLLISIONS 

 
CATEGORY FY 2009/10 

Fatal Collisions 5 
School bus vs. other motor 
vehicle 

 
4 

School bus vs. pedestrian 1 
Injury Collisions 296 
School bus vs. pedestrian 19 
School bus vs. other motor 
vehicle 

 
142 

School bus vs. motor vehicle 
on other road 

 
2 

School bus vs. parked motor 
vehicle 

 
2 

School bus vs. bicycle 3 
School bus vs. fixed object 24 
School bus vs. other object 4 
Non-Clsn 98 
Not stated 2 
Property Damage Collisions 1,577 
School bus vs. pedestrian 0 
School bus vs. other motor 
vehicle 

1,039 

School bus vs. motor vehicle 
on other road 

 
5 

School bus vs. parked motor 
vehicle 

 
259 

School bus vs. bicycle 3 
School bus vs. animal 15 
School bus vs. fixed object 210 
School bus vs. other object 37 
Non-Clsn 8 
Non-Stated 1 
Total Collisions 1,878 

 
Note:  Non-Collisions (Non-Clsn):  These collisions do not reflect an impact with any party or 
object.  These school bus collisions are a result of injury to a pupil inside the school bus due to 
acceleration, deceleration, or other movement of the vehicle.  For example, a driver brakes 
abruptly, the pupil hits their head on the seat in front of them and is injured (as a result of the 
rapid deceleration of the brakes). 
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TABLE 2 
 

FY 07/08 through FY 2009/10 
CALIFORNIA SCHOOL BUS COLLISIONS - PUPIL INJURY STATISTICS 

 
CATEGORY FY 07/08 FY 08/09 FY 09/10 

Total Pupil Passengers Killed 0 0 0 
    

Total Pupil Passengers Injured  
284 

 
313 

 
242 

Pupil Passengers Injured: 
  Severe Injuries 
  Other Visible Injuries 
  Complaint of Pain 

 
0 
61 

223 

 
0 

61 
252 

 
0 

35 
207 

    
Total Pupil Pedestrians Killed 0 0 0 
    
Total Pupil Pedestrians Injured 12 0 20 
Pupil Pedestrians Injured: 
  Severe Injuries 
  Other Visible Injuries 
  Complaint of Pain 

 
0 
4 
8 

 
0 
0 
0 

 
2 

12 
6 
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TABLE 3 
 

FISCAL YEAR 2009/10  
SCHOOL PUPIL PASSENGERS (Age 5 -18) KILLED AND INJURED  

BY EXTENT OF INJURY 
AND TYPE OF SCHOOL BUS INVOLVED  

 
SB Type Total 

Killed 
Total 

Injured 
Severe 
Injury 

Other 
Visible 
Injury 

Complaint 
of Pain 

Non-Clsn.: 
  Public SB I 
  Public SB II 
  Private SB I 
  Contr. SB I 
  Contr. SB II 

0
0
0
0
0
0

107
70
11
1

22
3

0
0
0
0
0
0

27 
16 
7 
1 
2 
1 

80
54
4
0

20
2

Pedestrian: 
Contr. SB I 

0
0

1
1

0
0

0 
0 

1
1

Other Motor 
Vehicle: 
  Public SB I 
  Public SB II 
  Private SB I 
  Contr. SB I 
  Contr. SB II 

0
0
0
0
0
0

89
68
5
2

13
1

0
0
0
0
0
0

 
3 
2 
0 
1 
0 
0 

86
66
5
1

13
1

Motor Vehicle on 
Other Road: 
Public SB II 

0
0

2
2

0
0

 
0 
0 

2
2

Parked Motor 
Vehicle: 
Contr. SB II 

0
0

1
1

0
0

 
0 
0 

1
1

Fixed Object: 
 Public SB I 
 Public SB II 
 Private SB II 
 Contr. SB I   
 Contr. SB II 

0
0
0
0
0
0

36
25
5
2
3
1

0
0
0
0
0
0

4 
4 
0 
0 
0 
0 

32
21
5
2
3
1

Other Object: 
 Public SB I 
 Contr. SB I  

0
0
0

5
1
4

0
0
0

1 
1 
0 

4
0
4

Not Stated: 
Public SB I 

0
0

1
1

0
0

0 
0 

1
1

Total 0 242 0 35 207
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TABLE 4 
 

FISCAL YEAR 2009/10 
SCHOOL BUS TYPE I AND SCHOOL BUS TYPE II COLLISIONS  

BY PRIMARY COLLISION FACTOR (PCF) 
 

PCF Public 
SB I 

Public 
SB II 

Private 
SB I 

Private 
SB II 

Contractual
SB I 

Contractual 
SB II 

Total

Drvr Alc/Drg 12 1 0 0 2 1 16
Unsafe 
Speed 

176 60 13 3 75 18 345

Too Close 0 2 1 2 0 0 5
Wrong Side 24 6 4 2 4 3 43
Improper 
Pass 

 
51 8 2 0 40 7 108

Lane 
Change 

 
49 13 9 2 44 5 122

Improper 
Turn 

 
287 54 10 4 122 37 514

Right-of-Way 
Auto 

 
57 11 7 0 21 6 102

Right-of-Way 
Pedestrian 

 
2 0 0 1 0 0 3

Ped Violation 2 4 0 0 2 2 10
Stop 
Sign/Signal 

 
28 9 1 0 5 3 46

Starting/ 
Backing 

 
126 33 4 3 67 22 255

Hazardous 
Parking 

 
1 3 0 0 3 0 7

Other 
Equipment 

 
1 0 0 0 1 1 3

Other Haz 7 2 2 0 5 3 19
Other 
Improper Drv 

 
57 16 2 1 24 6 106

Not Driver 81 18 3 3 20 9 134
Unknown 13 4 0 0 11 2 30
Not Stated 7 3 1 1 2 2 16
Total 981 247 59 22 448 127 1,884

 
NOTE:  The total number of school bus collisions identified in this table (Table 4) differs by 6 collisions 
from the total number of school bus collisions in Table 1.  The reason for the difference is Table 4 includes 
school bus collisions where two school buses were involved and accounts for each school bus separately.   
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TABLE 5 
 

FISCAL YEAR 2009/10 
SCHOOL BUS TYPE I AND SCHOOL BUS TYPE II  

AT-FAULT COLLISIONS  
BY PRIMARY COLLISION FACTORS (PCF) 

 
PCF Public 

SB I 
Public 
SB II 

Private 
SB I 

Private 
SB II 

Contractual
SB I 

Contractual 
SB II 

Total

Drvr Alc/Drg 0 0 0 0 1 0 1
Unsafe 
Speed 

56 15 2 0 26 6 105

Too Close 0 1 1 0 0 0 2
Wrong Side 7 3 2 0 0 0 12
Improper 
Pass 

11 1 1 0 7 1 21

Lane 
Change 

10 4 2 0 9 1 26

Improper 
Turn 

189 28 6 2 68 20 313

Right-of-Way 
Auto 

20 1 2 0 8 1 32

Right-of-Way 
Pedestrian 

2 0 0 1 0 0 3

Stop 
Sign/Signal 

3 3 0 0 1 1 8

Starting/ 
Backing 

70 15 2 1 28 8 124

Hazardous 
Parking 

0 2 0 0 2 0 4

Other 
Equipment 

1 0 0 0 0 1 2

Other Haz 2 0 0 0 1 1 4
Other 
Improper Drv 

35 10 1 0 13 4 63

Not Stated 2 2 0 0 0 2 6
Total 408 85 19 4 164 46 726
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TABLE 6 
 

FISCAL YEAR 2009/10 
SCHOOL BUS COLLISIONS BY MONTH 

 
 Fatal Injury PDO TOTAL 

Month   
2009   
July  0 10 56 66
August  1 11 57 69
September  0 32 164 196
October  1 28 187 216
November  0 24 160 184
December  0 16 113 129
2010  
January  0 27 141 168
February  1 35 149 185
March  0 34 164 198
April  1 30 145 176
May  0 30 144 174
June  1 19 97 117

TOTAL 5   296 1,577 1,878
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


