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BASIC INSPECTION OF TERMINALS

• Implemented January 1, 2016

• Performance-based inspection selection system replaced the 
previous time-based inspection selection system

• Incorporates scoring methodologies consistent with those 
used by Federal Motor Carrier Safety Administration, based on 
federal Safety Measurement System Behavioral Analysis and 
Safety Improvement Category (BASIC) percentiles

• Terminal inspection process unchanged



BASIC INSPECTION OF TERMINALS

• Driver Records:

• Employer Pull Notice

• Driver timekeeping records

• Driver proficiency records

• Driver employment application

• Hazardous Materials (HM) Records:

• HM training, cargo tank, shipping papers, 
and safety plan



BASIC INSPECTION OF TERMINALS

• Maintenance Records:

• Daily vehicle inspection reports

• Preventive maintenance inspection reports

• Documentation of all inspections*, 
maintenance, lubrication, and repair

* Includes carrier performed inspections 
required by Section 34505.5 of the 
California Vehicle Code (CVC)



BASIC INSPECTION OF TERMINALS

• Inspection results are published on the CHP website



BASIC INSPECTION OF TERMINALS

• Motor carriers transporting HM, having an 
HM Transportation License, or a Hazardous 
Waste Transporter Registration are subject 
to safety-performance scoring applicable to 
a HM transporting motor carrier.

• Safety-performance scoring considers all 
data collected during any inspection or 
enforcement contact by any federal, state, or 
local safety official.



• All California terminals of the motor carrier 
will be selected for inspection when any one 
or more BASIC score, except the Crash 
Indicator BASIC, meets or exceeds the 
federal intervention level.

• All terminals will be selected for inspection 
when the Crash Indicator BASIC meets or 
exceeds a score of 90.

BASIC INSPECTION OF TERMINALS



BASIC INSPECTION OF TERMINALS

INSPECTION SELECTION

BASIC
General 

Freight

Hazardous 

Materials

Unsafe Driving 65 60

Hours-of-Service 65 60

Driver Fitness 80 75

Controlled Substances and Alcohol 80 75

Vehicle Maintenance 80 75

Hazardous Materials 80 80

Crash Indicator 90 90



BASIC INSPECTION OF TERMINALS

INSPECTION SELECTION

• All terminals will be selected for inspection when the 
Crash Indicator BASIC meets or exceeds the federal 
intervention level, but does not exceed 89, when:

• The BASIC score reaches/exceeds 90% of the 
federal intervention level in one or more of the 
following BASICs:

• Unsafe Driving,
• Hours-of-Service,
• Driver Fitness, or 
• Controlled Substances and Alcohol



BASIC INSPECTION OF TERMINALS

BASIC
General 

Freight

Hazardous 

Materials

90 %

General

90 %

HM

Unsafe Driving 65 60 58.5 54.0

Hours-of-Service 65 60 58.5 54.0

Driver Fitness 80 75 72.0 67.5

Controlled Substances and Alcohol 80 75 72.0 67.5

Vehicle Maintenance

Hazardous Materials

Crash Indicator 65 60

INSPECTION SELECTION



BASIC INSPECTION OF TERMINALS

• Vehicles listed in Section 34500 CVC, subject to 
Section 34501.12 CVC, are as follows:

• Prior to 1/1/2016:
(a) three axle trucks gross vehicle weight rating (GVWR) > 10,000 
pounds (lbs.)

(b) truck tractors

(e) trailers and semitrailers; pole, pipe, auxiliary, and logging 
dollies        

• used in combination with vehicles listed in 
subdivisions (a)-(d)

(f)  combinations of motor trucks and (e) exceeding 40 feet in 
length

(g) vehicles transporting HM requiring placards or an HMTL



BASIC INSPECTION OF TERMINALS

• Vehicles listed in Section 34500 CVC, subject to 
Section 34501.12 CVC, are as follows:

• Effective 1/1/2016, BIT also includes:
(j) Any other motor truck not otherwise identified in Section 34500 
CVC regulated by DMV, the PUC DCA (7/1/2018), or the United States 
Department of Transportation (USDOT)

(k) CMV with a GVWR of > 26,000 lbs. or a CMV towing a trailer in (e) 
with a GVWR of > 10,000 lbs.



BASIC INSPECTION OF TERMINALS

Section 34500(j) CVC



BASIC INSPECTION OF TERMINALS

Section 34500(k) CVC



BASIC INSPECTION OF TERMINALS
Title 13, California Code of Regulations (CCR), 

Section 1200.  Scope. (prior to 10/1/2020)

(a) Applicability. Unless otherwise indicated within a specific section, the provisions of this chapter shall apply to vehicles 
listed in Vehicle Code Sections 545(k), 34500 and 34500.1 and their operation. 

(b) Limited Application. 

(1) Two-axle motor trucks with a gross vehicle weight rating of 26,000 pounds or less transporting hazardous materials 
in quantities for which placards are required pursuant to Vehicle Code Section 27903 shall be subject to the following 
Sections of this chapter: 1212, 1212.5, 1213, 1213.1, 1214, 1215, 1229, 1230, 1232, 1234, 1239, and 1256. 

(2) Two-axle motor trucks with a gross vehicle weight rating of 26,000 pounds or less transporting hazardous materials 
in quantities for which placards are not required shall be subject to the following Sections of this chapter: 1212, 1212.5, 
1214, 1215 (except 1215(b)), 1229, 1230, and 1232. Two-axle motortrucks transporting hazardous materials for which 
a license is required by Vehicle Code Section 32000.5 shall also be subject to Sections 1239 and 1256. 

(3) Section 1213.1 Subsections (c) through (f), shall apply to drivers of commercial motor vehicles as defined in 
Vehicle Code Section 15210. 

(4) Two-axle motor trucks described in subdivision (j) of Vehicle Code Section 34500 shall be subject only to Sections 
1212, 1212.5, 1213, and 1239 (but only for matters relating to hours of service and logbooks of drivers) of this chapter. 

(5) Persons operating vehicles which cause those persons to be subject to the Motor Carriers of Property Act as 
described in Division 14.85 of the Vehicle Code, but which vehicles are not included in Vehicle Code Section 34500, 
unless otherwise specified, shall be subject to Articles 6.5 and 7.5 of this chapter. 

(c) Exceptions. 

This chapter shall not apply to vehicles used primarily off the highway and not required to be registered pursuant to 
Vehicle Code Section 4000(a). 



BASIC INSPECTION OF TERMINALS
Title 13, CCR, Section 1200.  Scope. (effective10/1/2020)

(a) Applicability. Unless otherwise indicated within a specific section, the 
provisions of this chapter shall apply to vehicles listed in Vehicle Code 
Sections 545(a)(11), 34500 and 34500.1 and their operation.

(b) Exceptions.

(1) This chapter shall not apply to vehicles used primarily off the 
highway and not required to be registered pursuant to Vehicle Code 
Section 4000(a).

(2) A vehicle identified in Vehicle Code Section 34500(g), otherwise not 
identified in subdivisions (a), (b), (c), (d), (e), (f), (h), (i), (j), and (k) of 
Vehicle Code Section 34500, is not subject to the provisions of this 
chapter, with the exception of Article 7.5, unless one or more of the 
following conditions exist:

(A) The display of placards is required pursuant to Vehicle Code 
Section 27903.

(B) A hazardous material transportation license is required pursuant 
to Vehicle Code Section 32000.5.

(C) A hazardous waste transporter registration is required pursuant to 
Health and Safety Code Section 25163.
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BASIC INSPECTION OF TERMINALS

Driver Records:
• Employer Pull Notice            

(if Commercial Driver License is 
required)

• Driver timekeeping 
records

• Driver proficiency records

• Driver employment 
application

Maintenance Records:
• Daily vehicle inspection 

reports

• Preventive maintenance 
inspection reports

• Documentation of all 
inspection*, maintenance, 
lubrication, and repair

* Includes carrier performed 
inspections required by Section 
34505.5 CVC

No HM Transported



Questions?

Commercial Vehicle Section
(916) 843-3400



Motor Carrier Safety Unit

Manager, Motor Carrier Safety Program Craig Weaver

Motor Carrier Specialist III Casey Matlock

Motor Carrier Specialist III John Williams

Motor Carrier Specialist II Lynn Brenneman

Motor Carrier Specialist II Jerry Hall

Motor Carrier Specialist II Jason Phulps
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