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Carrier Inspection

• Conducted at the Principal Place of Business by CHP 
Motor Carrier Specialist personnel.

• Determines compliance with Controlled Substances 
and Alcohol Testing requirements contained in 
Title 49, Code of Federal Regulations (CFR), 
Parts 382 or 655, and Title 49, CFR, Part 40. 

• Inspections for carriers subject to Part 382 include 
Drug and Alcohol Clearinghouse compliance.



Applicability 
Title 49, CFR, Part 382

Drivers of a commercial motor vehicle:

• Gross vehicle weight rating (GVWR) or gross vehicle 
weight, greater than 26,000 pounds.

• Gross combination weight rating or gross 
combination weight, greater than 26,000 pounds.

• 16 or more passengers.

• Hazardous materials requiring placards.



Applicability  
Title 49, CFR, Part 382 (continued)



Mandate – Title 49, CFR, Part 382 
Drug and Alcohol Clearinghouse 

• 1/6/2020 – “good faith effort” previous employer 
inquiry and Drug and Alcohol Clearinghouse queries.

• 1/6/2021 – Annual queries.

• 1/6/2023- Drug and Alcohol Clearinghouse queries.

➢ A “good faith effort” inquiry is still required for prospective 
drivers subject to other USDOT drug and alcohol testing 
programs (Transit-Railroad-Aviation) not subject to Title 49, 
CFR, 382.



Drug and Alcohol Clearinghouse 
Compliance

• Registered.

• Required queries performed.

• Consent for limited queries are on file.

• Required reporting is conducted.



Common Issues

• Drivers performing safety sensitive functions 
prior to completing a pre-employment query.

• Annual queries not performed on all drivers.

• No queries completed.

• Not registered.



Compliance Ratings

• Failure to comply with Drug and Alcohol 
Clearinghouse requirements will result in an 
unsatisfactory safety compliance rating. 

• A detailed report will be provided outlining the 
violations and steps necessary to gain compliance.

• A reinspection will be conducted in 100-120 days to 
determine compliance.



Substances Identified 

Note:  More than one substance can appear in a positive drug test.



Return-to-Duty Process

* Can perform safety-sensitive functions once they have a negative return-to-duty test result.



On-Highway Enforcement

• When a driver is prohibited from performing 
safety-sensitive functions, they are to be 
declared out-of-service until the prohibition is 
removed from the Drug and Alcohol 
Clearinghouse.



On-Highway Questions

• Is the driver prohibited in the Drug and 
Alcohol Clearinghouse?

• If yes, what is the GVWR of vehicle the driver 
is operating?

• Is the driver engaged in interstate or 
intrastate operations?

• Is the driver a current or former holder of a 
commercial driver license?



Applicability

• Drivers of a commercial motor vehicle with a 
GVWR greater than 26,000 pounds in both 
interstate and intrastate commerce are 
prohibited from performing a safety-sensitive 
function until they complete the return to duty 
process.



Applicability (continued)

• Restrictions to drivers of commercial motor 
vehicles with a GVWR rating greater than 
26,000 pounds apply to both current and 
former holders of a commercial driver license.



Applicability (continued)

• Drivers of a commercial motor vehicle with a 
GVWR less than 26,000 pounds, but greater 
than 10,000 pounds, in interstate commerce 
are prohibited from performing a 
safety-sensitive function until they 
complete the return to duty process.



Applicability (continued)

• Restrictions to drivers of commercial motor 
vehicles with a GVWR less than 26,000 
pounds only apply to those who currently hold 
a commercial driver license.



Excluded Drivers

• The out of service declaration would not 
apply to:

• Former commercial driver license holders in 
interstate or intrastate commerce operating a 
vehicle with a GVWR of 26,000 pounds or less.

• A commercial driver license holder 
in intrastate commerce operating a 
vehicle with a GVWR of 26,000 
pounds or less.



Questions?

Commercial Vehicle Section
(916) 843-3400
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