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CALIFORNIA HIGHWAY PATROL 

GENERAL ORDER 0.13 

REVISED DECEMBER 2020 

OATH OF ALLEGIANCE, CODE OF HONOR, AND CODE OF ETHICS 

1. PURPOSE.  The purpose of this general order (GO) memorializes a fundamental 
declaration that forms the basis of professional conduct. 

2. BACKGROUND. 

a. Oath of Allegiance:  Pursuant to Section 3 of Article XX of the California 
Constitution, all employees of the California Highway Patrol (CHP) have taken an 
oath of allegiance affirming they will “. . . support and defend the Constitution of the 
United States and the Constitution of the State of California . . .”.  (Refer to 
Annex A.) 

b. Code of Honor:  All uniformed members of the CHP have sworn a pledge “To 
serve the United States of America and the State of California honestly, and 
conscientiously, and fulfill my oath as a soldier of the law.”  (Refer to Annex B.) 

c. Code of Ethics:  The Code of Ethics is consistent with the Department’s value 
statement of respect for others, fairness, ethical practices, and equitable treatment 
for all and shall first be reviewed by cadets and administered while at the CHP 
Academy.  Additional review shall be on an annual basis as part of the uniformed 
member’s annual evaluation.  (Refer to Annex C.) 

d. All declarations are valid for the entire duration of the employee’s state service, 
as long as the employee does not have a break in service caused by a permanent 
separation from state service. 

3. COMMANDER RESPONSIBILITIES. 

a. Area commanders shall ensure that all employees have received the 
STD. 689, Oath of Allegiance and Declaration of Permission to Work for Persons 
Employed by the State of California, when first employed with the CHP.  Once the 
Oath is taken, commanders shall ensure it is signed on or before the effective date 
of appointment and before entering upon the duties of their employment and then 
sent forward to Human Resources Section, Personnel Transactions Unit, Attention:  
Personnel Specialist. 
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b. For uniformed employees, the Academy commander shall ensure that the 
Code of Honor and Code of Ethics were administered while the employee was a 
cadet at the CHP Academy and a copy is maintained in the officer’s personnel file. 

c. Area commanders shall ensure the meaning and the importance of adherence 
to the declarations found in this GO are conveyed to all employees during training 
and periodic discussions on the topic.  

OFFICE OF THE COMMISSIONER ANNEXES A, B, C 

OPI:  003 
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ANNEX A 

STD. 689, OATH OF ALLEGIANCE AND DECLARATION OF PERMISSION TO 
WORK FOR PERSONS EMPLOYED BY THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA 
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ANNEX B 

CODE OF HONOR 
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ANNEX C 

CODE OF ETHICS 
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