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CALIFORNIA HIGHWAY PATROL 

GENERAL ORDER 100.35 

REVISED MARCH 2019 

EXEMPT RAILROAD GRADE CROSSINGS 

1. POLICY. The Department will participate in the exempt status railroad crossing 
programs as outlined in the Public Utilities Commission (PUC) General Order 145, 
Railroad Exempt Crossing, (Annex A) and Section 22452.5 of the California Vehicle 
Code (CVC). 

2. GENERAL. 

a. Area commanders are responsible for complying with the provisions of this 
order, and those applicable provisions outlined in PUC General Order 145. This 
includes the appointing of an inspecting officer and initiating the appropriate 
correspondence and interagency contacts related to exempt railroad grade 
crossings. Division commanders shall provide assistance and exercise controls as 
necessary. 

b. Section 22452.5 California Vehicle Code. 

(1) Allows the California Department of Transportation (Caltrans) or local 
authorities (city or county) to place signs at railroad grade crossings permitting 
vehicles described in Section 22452 CVC to traverse without stopping. 

(2) Requires the PUC to develop criteria and qualifications for the placement of 
exempt railroad grade crossing signs. 

(3) Requires Caltrans or the local authority to consult with the California 
Highway Patrol (CHP) prior to the placement of exempt signs. Local authority 
includes the road departments and other designated agencies or persons of 
cities and counties in which the exempt railroad grade crossing is located; and 

(4) Requires the PUC to seek CHP concurrence prior to permitting the 
placement of the exempt signs. 

c. In accordance with Section 22452.5 CVC, the PUC has placed into effect PUC 
General Order 145, dated February 13, 1980. 

(1) Formal requests from Caltrans or a local authority seeking exempt status 
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for a railroad grade crossing must be made to the PUC.  The criteria and 
qualifications that must be met for consideration are included in PUC General 
Order 145. 

(2) Annex B is an example of the approved exempt sign that will be used at all 
exempt railroad grade crossings after January 1, 1978. 

(3) Annex C is an example of an exempt sign erected at railroad crossings 
prior to January 1, 1978, and previously authorized by the PUC (Section 22452 
CVC).  These previously approved signs are not affected by PUC General 
Order 145, and will not be replaced by the “newer” exempt sign (Annex B).  If 
the older sign is damaged or destroyed, it must be replaced by an older type 
sign. 

(4) Additionally, railroad grade crossings declared exempt will be subject to 
periodic review by the PUC and changes in conditions may warrant removal of 
the exempt status. 

3. PROCEDURES. 

a. Since requestors (Caltrans or local authority, including incorporated cities)  
must include a letter of concurrence from the Department in their application for an 
exempt railroad grade crossing, field commands must be prepared to respond. The 
CHP has asked the PUC to instruct requestors to submit their requests for letters of 
concurrence to their local CHP Area office. 

b. The Area commander, upon receiving a request for a letter of concurrence, will 
initiate the following steps. 

(1) Discuss the application and reasons for the exempt status with the 
requestor; and 

(2) Assign a uniformed member to inspect the railroad grade crossing. 

c. The officer assigned to physically inspect the railroad grade crossing will verify 
the criteria and qualifications for exempt status in PUC General Order 145 which are 
visible.  It is not incumbent on the inspecting officer to verify criteria requiring 
technical knowledge or awareness of other PUC standards; however, the officer 
may submit opinions relative to any item. The officer should be cognizant of 
additional information, such as a high volume of school buses, vehicles transporting 
flammable or hazardous materials, etc., as well as a significant potential for future 
traffic collisions. These factors could be sufficient for the Area commander to 
recommend the PUC disapprove the application, regardless of the requestor having 
met the required criteria and qualifications. Area commanders are encouraged to 
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include, as a special notation in the letter of concurrence, any of these additional 
factors they feel should be considered by the PUC. 

d. Area commanders approving an exempt status for a railroad crossing shall  
write a letter of concurrence (an example of a letter is included in Annex D) to the 
requestor. The letter should state the railroad grade crossing meets the criteria and 
qualifications outlined in PUC General Order 145, and the Department has no 
objection to the grade crossing being given exempt status. 

e. Area commanders disapproving an exempt status railroad crossing request 
shall inform the requestor in writing. The correspondence shall inform the requestor 
of the failure of the crossing to meet the criteria for exempt status. A copy of the 
letter should be forwarded to: 

Public Utilities Commission 
Traffic Engineering Section 
State Building 
505 Van Ness Avenue 
San Francisco, CA 94102 

f. The Area performing an exempt status railroad crossing inspection shall 
forward a copy of all correspondence initiated by it through channels to Research 
and Planning Section. 

OFFICE OF THE COMMISSIONER ANNEXES A, B, C, D 

OPI: 061 
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ANNEX A 

PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION GENERAL ORDER NO. 145 

 



ANNEX A 

PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION GENERAL ORDER NO. 145 (continued) 
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ANNEX A 

PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION GENERAL ORDER NO. 145 (continued) 
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ANNEX A 

PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION GENERAL ORDER NO. 145 (continued) 

GO 100.35 8 

 
 



 

 9 GO 100.35 

ANNEX B 

EXEMPT SIGN – AUTHORIZED AFTER JANUARY 1, 1978 

 
Yellow Reflectorized Background 

Black Border & Text 
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ANNEX C  

EXEMPT SIGN – AUTHORIZED PRIOR TO JANUARY 1, 1978 

 
Black Reflectorized Background with Yellow Border & Text 
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ANNEX D 

LETTER OF CONCURRENCE – EXEMPT STATUS, RAILROAD CROSSING 
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