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CALIFORNIA HIGHWAY PATROL 

GENERAL ORDER 100.41 

REVISED OCTOBER 2014 

FILM PERMITS 

1. SCOPE.  This General Order (GO) contains provisions applicable to filming on all 
highways within the California Highway Patrol’s (CHP) jurisdiction (including those 
pursuant to the Interagency Agreement), filming at the State Capitol, and other state 
owned or leased buildings and grounds as specified in Highway Patrol Manual (HPM) 
100.70, Safety Services Program Manual. 

2. PURPOSE.  The purpose of this GO is to establish policy and procedures by which 
filming is permitted on public highways and state owned or leased buildings and 
grounds. 

3. POLICY. 

a. The CHP shall be primarily responsible for permit enforcement of FO and FI 
Filming Encroachment Permits (refer to paragraphs 5.a. and 5.b. for definitions of 
FO and FI) on state highways (whether incorporated or unincorporated). 

b. The California Department of Transportation (Caltrans) has primary permit 
enforcement responsibility for FL and FS Filming Encroachment Permits (refer to 
paragraphs 5.c. and 5.d. for definitions of FL and FS).  However, Caltrans may 
delegate on-scene responsibilities to the CHP. 

c. On non-state highways, film permit enforcement shall be provided only in 
conjunction with traffic control or other police services. 

d. Traffic control and/or other police services, whether or not on a state highway, 
shall be provided according to the terms of a Reimbursable Services Agreement. 

4. AUTHORITY. 

a. Interagency Agreement.  The California Film Commission (CFC), CHP, and 
Caltrans entered into Memorandum of Agreement Number M01-0178 effective June 
1, 2014, (refer to Annex A).  This agreement contains the provisions for 
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administering the film permit process on state highways.  The agreement is only 
applicable to filming on state highways and Caltrans property. 

b. The scope of the film permit process is contained in Government Code (GC) 
Section 14998.8 et seq. (refer to Annex B).  Statutory departmental responsibilities 
are described therein. 

c. Filming on public highways may be considered an encroachment, as defined in 
Section 660 of the Streets and Highways Code (refer to Annex B).  

d. The Department's authority to enter into reimbursable agreements for traffic 
control at special events is contained in Section 2410.5 of the California Vehicle 
Code (CVC) (refer to Annex B). 

e. The Department regulates the use of state property through a permit process 
contained in the California Code of Regulations (CCR), Title 13, Division 2,   
Chapter 11.  These provisions do not apply to individuals or groups who obtain 
permits pursuant to GC Section 14998.8 et seq. 

5. DEFINITIONS. 

a. FO Permit:  A Caltrans Filming Encroachment Permit (CEP), which only 
authorizes placement of cameras, equipment, and no parking signs in conventional 
highway rights-of-way. 

b. FI Permit:  A CEP, which authorizes filming of moving vehicles and allows 
intermittent traffic control in conventional highway rights-of-way. 

c. FL Permit:  A CEP authorizing filming on conventional highways, including 
intermittent traffic control, lane closures, detours, etc. 

d. FS Permit:  A CEP authorizing filming within conventional highways involving 
stunts, pyrotechnics, aircraft flying below a 500-foot altitude, or any filming within 
access controlled highways. 

e. FR Permit Rider:  A document issued by Caltrans changing terms and 
conditions of any of the above identified and already issued original CEPs.  
Significant changes may require Caltrans to issue a new CEP. 

f. CHP 398, Permit Application for Activity on State Property:  A CHP 398 is a 
permit issued pursuant to HPM 100.70 authorizing the use of state owned or leased 
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buildings and grounds.  A CHP 398 is not required when a filming entity has 
obtained a permit pursuant to GC Section 14998.8, et seq. 

g. Photography/Motion Picture Permit:  A film permit issued by the CFC.  In 
addition to any other required film permit (CEP, local authority permits, etc.), all 
filming activities must have a Photography/Motion Picture Permit. 

h. State Building and Grounds:  Defined in the CCR as property owned, leased, 
rented, controlled, used, or occupied by any department or part thereof of the 
government of the State of California. 

i. Film Media Relations Officer:  A uniformed CHP employee stationed at the CFC 
or at either Southern or Golden Gate Divisions (when staffing permits).  The film 
media relations officer (FMRO) coordinates communications between the film 
permit applicant and the participating public agencies.  The FMRO’s functions are 
described in the Interagency Agreement (refer to Annex A).  Normally, Areas in 
Valley, Golden Gate, and Northern Divisions will interact with the Golden Gate 
Division FMRO while other Divisions will usually coordinate with the Southern 
Division FMRO. 

(1) The Southern FMRO may be reached at CHP Southern Division, or:   

California Film Commission 
7080 Hollywood Boulevard 

Hollywood, CA  90028 
(213) 703-2070 

(2) The Golden Gate FMRO may be reached at Golden Gate Division. 

(3) The FMRO’s Caltrans counterpart at the CFC is known as the Caltrans 
Statewide Film Coordinator (CSFC).  The CSFC's functions are described in the 
Interagency Agreement (refer to Annex A). 

j. Film Permit Coordinator.  A film permit coordinator (PC) is a CHP supervisor or 
officer assigned to ensure compliance with the encroachment permit conditions. 

k. Reimbursable Services Agreement.  An agreement for services (traffic control or 
other police services) provided pursuant to HPM 11.1, Administrative Procedures 
Manual, Chapter 6, Reimbursable Services. 

6. PROCEDURES. 

a. Film Permit Application Process. 
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(1) First Phase.  The application process begins when a film company 
representative contacts the CFC for a permit to film on a highway.  
Occasionally, the film entity representative may first contact the CHP Area 
command.  While helpful for preplanning, the film entity representative should 
be advised the formal process must be initiated through the CFC.  The CFC, in 
coordination with the FMRO and CSFC, will determine the type of Filming 
Encroachment Permits needed and identify the appropriate CHP Area 
command.  If a non-state roadway is involved, the FMRO will interact with the 
local road authorities in evaluating and granting requests for film permits. 

(2) Second Phase.  The FMRO will inform the Area command regarding permit 
details (permit type and conditions).  A mutual agreement will be made 
regarding the extent of CHP involvement and other film permit conditions.  In 
the event a film production necessitates filming on highways spanning more 
than three (3) CHP Areas or two (2) or more CHP Divisions, the FMRO will 
contact the affected Division(s) (administrative lieutenant or higher) to 
disseminate information which explains the nature of the film permit and 
coordinate with the respective Division(s) and/or Areas. 

(a) For filming on state highways, the PC’s name is required to be specified 
for issuance of FO and FI Filming Encroachment Permits.  Generally, since 
the identity of the assigned individual is unknown at the time of permit 
application, the FMRO will be designated as the PC on the face of the 
permit.  If possible, the FMRO will later identify the officer assigned as the 
on-scene PC.  The on-scene PC will also function as a contact person for 
any further communications between the FMRO and the Area.  A 
designated member of the CHP traffic control detail will function as the PC 
for FL and FS Filming Encroachment Permits. 

(b) Filming on non-state highways requires a film permit issued by the 
appropriate local authority.  These film permits may resemble the Caltrans 
film permit classifications and have similar requirements. 

(3) Third Phase.  Where applicable, the Area prepares a Reimbursable 
Services Agreement for traffic control or other police services.  The Area 
manages the enforcement of the permits according to the permit type and 
conditions. 

(a) Traffic Control.  Where necessary, the Area shall assign (in addition to 
the PC) a sufficient number of uniformed employees and vehicles to provide 
for effective traffic control or the required service pursuant to a 
Reimbursable Services Agreement.  Preferably, the name of all assigned 
officers should be provided to the FMRO as soon as practical. 
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(b) Reimbursable Services Agreement.  A Reimbursable Services 
Agreement shall be finalized between the film company and Area command 
prior to permit-authorized operation.  All personnel shall be assigned on an 
overtime basis as provided in HPM 11.1, Chapter 6. 

1  Non-Reimbursable Services.  The following services are not 
reimbursable and are provided free of charge to the film entity. 

a FO Filming Encroachment Permit enforcement (e.g., where no 
traffic control is needed) on all state highways (incorporated and 
unincorporated areas). 

b FI Filming Encroachment Permit enforcement on incorporated 
state highways in which an allied agency provides traffic control. 

2  Reimbursable Services.  The following are examples of a 
reimbursable service: 

a Traffic control services regardless of whether 
incorporated/unincorporated on both state highways and non-state 
highways. 

b The service of the PC when providing additional services (such 
as traffic control). 

c Film Permit compliance on state owned or leased buildings and 
grounds. 

d Any other additional police service provided by the CHP outside 
the scope of those expressly listed as not reimbursable. 

b. General Filming Encroachment Permit Enforcement Procedures.  The following 
procedures are applicable in all situations in which the CHP is responsible for film 
permit enforcement. 

(1) Prior to Filming.  Prior to the commencement of filming operations, the PC 
shall respond to the film site.  The PC shall examine the permits and discuss 
their provisions with the film company representative.  Where applicable, the 
PC shall also discuss the permit provisions with the CHP or allied agency 
personnel assigned to perform traffic control or other duties.  If the assigned 
officers (either allied or CHP) are not at the scene, the filming shall not begin 
until the officers arrive and assume traffic control responsibilities. 
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(2) During Filming Operations. 

(a) Filming Encroachment Permit Enforcement Only.  If the CHP provides 
only Filming Encroachment Permit enforcement (without traffic control or 
other service), the PC shall remain at the scene until compliance appears 
assured.  The PC, or other designated uniformed CHP employee, should 
periodically return to the scene to verify compliance.  The services of the 
PC are not reimbursable.  This provision is also applicable on state 
highways in which the local police authorities provide traffic control. 

(b) Filming Encroachment Permit Enforcement in Conjunction with 
California Highway Patrol Reimbursable Services Agreement.  If the CHP 
provides both Filming Encroachment Permit enforcement and traffic control 
or other police services (pursuant to a Reimbursable Services Agreement), 
the PC (or other designated uniformed CHP employee) shall remain on 
scene and ensure compliance. 

(c) Permit Irregularities. 

1  Permit Violations.  When a violation of Filming Encroachment 
Permit conditions or provisions occurs, any uniformed CHP employee 
may interrupt the filming process.  The CHP employee shall 
immediately make notification to a CHP supervisor for resolution.  
Officers and supervisors shall use sound professional judgment in 
determining whether or not a violation necessitates an interruption of 
filming.  In addition, the FMRO shall be notified through appropriate 
channels. 

2  Permit Alterations.  Significant alterations or changes to work hours 
and/or locations shall not be made without a written FR Permit Rider or 
verbal affirmation from either the FMRO or a Caltrans Inspector.  
However, with supervisory approval, a uniformed CHP employee may 
approve minor changes to approved filming activities or locations and 
time extensions during daylight hours which will allow filming to be 
completed.  Care should be exercised to ensure that changes to filming 
conditions will not increase congestion or adversely impact commute or 
peak traffic.  The CHP approved changes shall be documented on the 
face of the issued permit. 

(d) Safety Hazards.  Regardless of specified film permit conditions, an 
officer may interrupt and stop filming activities which they believe presents 
an unreasonable safety hazard to either officers or uninvolved civilians. 

NOTE:  The CHP employee shall immediately make notification to a CHP 
supervisor for resolution.  Officers and supervisors shall use sound, 
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professional judgment in determining whether or not an activity 
necessitates an interruption of filming.  In addition, the FMRO shall be 
notified through appropriate channels. 

c. Enforcement. 

(1) State Highways.  The CHP has Filming Encroachment Permit enforcement 
responsibilities for filming on all state highways, whether in incorporated or 
unincorporated areas.  On conventional state highways traversing 
municipalities, the Department ensures permit compliance through direct 
interaction with film companies and liaison with allied agencies.  Allied agencies 
may provide traffic control on conventional state highways.  The CHP, however, 
retains complete jurisdiction for traffic enforcement on access controlled state 
highways (freeways) even where they traverse municipal jurisdictions. 

(a) FO Filming Encroachment Permits.  The CHP has primary permit 
enforcement responsibility for FO Filming Encroachment Permits.  The PC’s 
service is not reimbursable. 

(b) FI Filming Encroachment Permits.  The CHP has primary permit 
enforcement responsibility for FI Filming Encroachment Permits.  Traffic 
control service is provided via a Reimbursable Services Agreement. 

NOTE:  When a local law enforcement agency provides traffic control, the 
PC shall coordinate permit compliance with that allied agency.  The PC’s 
service is not reimbursable. 

(c) FL and FS Filming Encroachment Permits.  The California Department 
of Transportation has primary permit enforcement responsibility for FL and 
FS Filming Encroachment Permits.  Upon Caltrans’ request, the CHP can 
enforce FL and FS Filming Encroachment Permits. 

1  The PC is normally a designated member of the CHP traffic control 
detail.  The PC’s duty will be to coordinate with the Caltrans 
representative to promote safe conduct during filming, and in Caltrans' 
absence, oversee permit compliance. 

2  Where the municipal police agency provides traffic control, the PC 
also shall coordinate permit compliance with that allied agency. 

(2) Non-state Highways. 

(a) Unincorporated Areas.  The FMRO will advise the Area command of the 
film permit type and upon Area concurrence, the conditions.  A film permit 
issued by the local road authorities may resemble the Caltrans 
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classifications and have similar requirements.  Procedures for enforcement 
of county encroachment permits should parallel that of Caltrans Filming 
Encroachment Permits.  The CHP is responsible for film permit enforcement 
on non-state highways only when performed in conjunction with traffic 
control or other police services.  Such services are provided pursuant to a 
Reimbursable Services Agreement. 

(b) Incorporated Areas.  If the local law enforcement agency is unable to 
respond, the CHP may provide film permit enforcement and traffic control 
for non-state highways within a municipality.  Such service is provided 
pursuant to a Reimbursable Services Agreement. 

(3) State Capitol. 

(a) Interior.  Depending on the exact location, use of the interior of the 
Capitol requires a permit from the Senate Rules Committee, the Assembly 
Rules Committee, the Joint Rules Committee, or the Governor’s office.  
Upon request, the FMRO will refer the film entity to Capitol Protection 
Section (CPS) for coordination. 

(b) Exterior.  The FMRO will coordinate the issuance of a CFC 
Photography/Motion Picture Film Permit and refer the film entity to CPS for 
permit conditions.  The criteria and conditions are based upon minimizing 
conflicts with normal business operations and previously scheduled events. 

(c) Once authorized, CPS will monitor the activity for film permit 
compliance. 

(4) Use of Other State Buildings and Grounds.  Film entity use of state 
buildings and/or grounds requires a CFC Photography/Motion Picture Permit.  
Generally, to ensure facility security, the permit will require an officer to be 
on-site. 

7. PROBLEM RESOLUTION. 

a. All on-scene problems regarding CHP Filming Encroachment Permit 
enforcement responsibilities shall be reported both to the respective field Division 
and FMRO.  If the conflict involves a lengthy delay of film operations or controversy 
(for either the film entity or the CHP), the PC shall make immediate notification to a 
CHP supervisor, who in turn shall advise the Area commander, for resolution.  
Departmental personnel shall use sound, professional judgment in determining 
whether or not an activity/violation necessitates an interruption of filming.  In 
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addition, the FMRO shall be notified through appropriate channels.  These reporting 
requirements are in addition to any other departmental reports for unusual incidents. 

b. Unusual incidents, injuries, and collisions shall be immediately reported through 
channels to the FMRO and Division and in accordance with GO 100.80, Notification 
and Report of Emergencies and Unusual Occurrences. 

8. RESPONSIBILITIES. 

a. Film Media Relations Officer.  The FMRO is responsible for the following: 

(1) Coordinate with the Caltrans Statewide Film Coordinator in evaluating and 
granting requests for Filming Encroachment Permits. 

(2) Coordinate with local road authorities in evaluating and granting requests 
for film permits for non-state highways, or when filming on state highways will 
affect traffic on other nearby roadways. 

(3) Contact involved CHP commands to accomplish the following: 

(a) Ascertain the identity of the PC for the FO or FI Filming Encroachment 
Permits, or similar-type film permits for non-state highways. 

(b) Disseminate information which explains the nature of film permits and 
the logistical demands upon the Area.  In the event a film production 
necessitates filming on highways spanning more than 3 CHP Areas or 2 or 
more CHP Divisions, the FMRO will contact the affected Division(s) 
(administrative lieutenant or higher) to disseminate information which 
explains the nature of the film permit and coordinate with the respective 
Division(s) and/or Areas. 

(c) Assist in resolving operational concerns which may arise between a film 
permittee, employees of road authorities (Caltrans or local), and the CHP. 

(4) Contact allied agencies to disseminate information which explains the 
nature of the film permits and the logistical demands or impact upon the allied 
agency. 

(5) Provide training to field personnel. 

(6) Address discrepancies or problems which may arise relative to the film 
permit process, and seek resolution through coordination with involved parties 
and agencies. 
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(7) Make recommendations through channels for revisions to this GO or the 
Interagency Agreement, based on the experiences of the film permit process. 

b. Area Commanders.  Area commanders are responsible for the following: 

(1) Ensure inquiries and requests from the FMRO are acted upon expeditiously 
and professionally. 

(2) Develop and finalize Reimbursable Services Agreements with film 
companies prior to filming operations requiring CHP traffic control services. 

(3) Ensure that all memoranda and Communications Network (Comm-Net) 
messages regarding the film permit process are expeditiously forwarded. 

(4) Refer preliminary requests from filming companies (for CHP assistance on 
highways within CHP jurisdiction) to the CFC for Photography/Motion Picture 
Permit application. 

c. Film Permit Coordinator.  Personnel designated as PCs, for purposes of film 
details, are responsible for the following: 

(1) Ensure the safe conduct of filming regarding traffic control and public 
liability. 

(2) Enforce and coordinate Interagency Agreement provisions and approved 
Filming Encroachment Permits issued by Caltrans as outlined in this GO. 

(a) Normally, the PC should defer requests for modifications or deviations 
from the Filming Encroachment Permit to the Caltrans state representative. 

(b) Notwithstanding, any deviations authorized shall be noted on the face 
of the Filming Encroachment Permit, and dated and signed by the state's 
representative (CHP or Caltrans) as provided in the Interagency 
Agreement. 

(3) Expeditiously inform the Area commander and notify the FMRO, by 
telephone, whenever film permit enforcement responsibilities require the 
cessation of filming operations for a lengthy duration, or for reasons 
controversial to the filming company. 

(4) Initiate required Comm-Net messages for Area commander approval 
whenever on-scene film permit enforcement problems arise. 

(5) Represent the State of California in a professional manner when dealing 
with a film permittee and public agencies. 



 11 GO 100.41 

OFFICE OF THE COMMISSIONER ANNEXES A, B 

OPI:  061  
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ANNEX A 

INTERAGENCY AGREEMENT 
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ANNEX B 

APPLICABLE LAWS AND REGULATIONS 

GOVERNMENT CODE SECTION 14998.8 

  (a) The director of the commission shall be the permitting authority for the use of state-owned 
property and state employee services for the purpose of making commercial motion pictures. 
The commission may establish fees not to exceed the actual cost of the affected state agency 
for this purpose. All fees collected pursuant to this section shall be deposited in the Film 
Transfer Account, which is hereby created in the Special Deposit Fund, for disbursement by the 
director to reimburse the operating departments for their actual costs. 
   (b) The director shall assure a "one-stop" permit process for applications for permission to use 
state-owned property for motion pictures. In so doing, applications for permission to use state 
property for making motion pictures shall be made to the director of the commission who, 
promptly upon receipt of such an application, shall contact the state agency having jurisdiction 
over the property specified in the application for the concurrence of the agency in the use of 
property. The denial of an application may be made on the basis of any of the following: 
   (1) The use would unduly interfere with the conduct of state business. 
   (2) Failure of the permittee to provide full insurance or bond coverage, if required by the 
Department of General Services, or the affected agency, sufficient to reimburse the state for any 
user-caused damage to the property and to provide adequate personal liability insurance 
coverage.  The use of state property shall be denied, if it is determined that the use would 
violate or be in conflict with existing provisions of statute or regulation by the director of the 
department, agency, or commission responding to a permit request. 
   (c) Any state agency having management and control over state property, the use of which is 
sought by an application, shall permit the property to be used, unless otherwise denied by the 
provisions of this section. 
   (d) Nothing in this section requires a state agency to take any action not authorized by law or 
to make any decision in a manner or by a method not authorized by law or which is prohibited 
by law. 
   (e) If in connection with the use of roads, highways, and freeways, the assistance, control, or 
protection by California Highway Patrol officers is desired, applications to the director to utilize 
services of California Highway Patrol officers in the production of motion pictures shall be made 
directly to the Commissioner of the California Highway Patrol. The commissioner may approve 
the application if employees are available and the agency is fully reimbursed for additional costs 
incurred. Applications to utilize California Highway Patrol employee services shall be approved 
or disapproved by the commissioner. 
   (f) The director, whenever feasible, shall approve or deny any application within 24 hours. In 
the event that the director of the department or agency having jurisdiction over the property 
specified in the application permit takes no action to disapprove the application within five 
working days, the application shall be deemed approved by the director. If the director of the 
department or agency determines that he or she is unable to concur or deny an application 
within five working days and so notifies the director within five working days of the application, 
the director shall then have a total of 10 days from receipt of the application to deny the  
application. In the event no action is taken by the director within the 10-day period, the 
application shall be deemed approved by the director. 
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   (g) At least 30 days prior to adoption of state regulations, rules, written guidelines, or policies 
that would have clear, explicit, and definite implications for the production of motion pictures on 
state-owned property by a state agency, including any of that agency's district or regional 
offices, other than for immediate health and safety purposes, the agency shall submit a written 
copy to the director. The commission shall review the proposal and report its findings to the 
submitting agency within five working days of receipt of the materials sent. The submitting 
agency shall consider the commission's findings prior to final adoption of the regulations, rules, 
written guidelines, or policies, unless the commission's findings are not made available to the 
submitting agency within the above prescribed time limits. Any and all findings made by the 
commission pursuant to this section shall be advisory. The submitting agency shall provide the 
commission with a final written copy of its adopted regulations, rules, written guidelines, or 
policies. 

STREETS AND HIGHWAYS CODE SECTION 660 
 

As used in this chapter: 
   (a) "Highway" includes all, or any part, of the entire width of the right-of-way of a state 
highway, whether or not the entire area is actually used for highway purposes. 
   (b) "Encroachment" includes any tower, pole, pole line, pipe, pipe line, fence, billboard, stand 
or building, or any structure, object of any kind or character not particularly mentioned in this 
section, or special event, which is in, under, or over any portion of the highway. "Special event" 
means any street festival, sidewalk sale, community-sponsored activity, or community-approved 
activity. 

CALIFORNIA VEHICLE CODE SECTION 2410.5 

  (a) The department may contract with a person or governmental entity that is conducting a 
special event which will impose extraordinary traffic control requirements at and near the site of 
the special event to provide supplemental patrol services to coordinate and direct traffic at and 
near the special event site. A contract entered into pursuant to this section shall include 
provisions for reimbursement to the department, and may include a requirement for the posting 
of a bond, for the cost of providing the supplemental patrol services, as determined by the 
commissioner.  
   (b) The patrol services, if any, provided under this section shall be rendered by officers of the 
department.  
   (c) Contract patrol services authorized under this section shall not reduce the normal and 
regular services of the department. 
   (d) Any contract fees received by the department pursuant to a contract under this section 
shall be deposited in the Motor Vehicle Account in the State Transportation Fund. 

Title 13, Division 2 
Chapter 11. Rules Applicable to Use of State Property 
Article 1. General, Section 1850. Applicability. 

This chapter shall apply to the conduct of all individuals or groups using state property, 
except those individuals or groups who obtain permits pursuant to Government Code 
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Section 14998, et seq., which grants the California Film Commission authority to issue 
permits for filming on state property. 

  Note:  Authority cited:  Section 14685, Government Code.  Reference:  Section 14685 
(c), Government Code. 

HISTORY 

1.  New chapter 11 (articles 1-3), article 1 (sections 1850-1851) and section filed 11-26-
96; operative 12-26-96 (Register 96, No. 48). 
  



GO 100.41 38 

 

THIS PAGE INTENTIONALLY LEFT BLANK 


	1. SCOPE.  This General Order (GO) contains provisions applicable to filming on all highways within the California Highway Patrol’s (CHP) jurisdiction (including those pursuant to the Interagency Agreement), filming at the State Capitol, and other sta...
	2. PURPOSE.  The purpose of this GO is to establish policy and procedures by which filming is permitted on public highways and state owned or leased buildings and grounds.
	3. POLICY.
	a. The CHP shall be primarily responsible for permit enforcement of FO and FI Filming Encroachment Permits (refer to paragraphs 5.a. and 5.b. for definitions of FO and FI) on state highways (whether incorporated or unincorporated).
	b. The California Department of Transportation (Caltrans) has primary permit enforcement responsibility for FL and FS Filming Encroachment Permits (refer to paragraphs 5.c. and 5.d. for definitions of FL and FS).  However, Caltrans may delegate on-sce...
	c. On non-state highways, film permit enforcement shall be provided only in conjunction with traffic control or other police services.
	d. Traffic control and/or other police services, whether or not on a state highway, shall be provided according to the terms of a Reimbursable Services Agreement.

	4. AUTHORITY.
	a. Interagency Agreement.  The California Film Commission (CFC), CHP, and Caltrans entered into Memorandum of Agreement Number M01-0178 effective June 1, 2014, (refer to Annex A).  This agreement contains the provisions for administering the film perm...
	b. The scope of the film permit process is contained in Government Code (GC) Section 14998.8 et seq. (refer to Annex B).  Statutory departmental responsibilities are described therein.
	c. Filming on public highways may be considered an encroachment, as defined in Section 660 of the Streets and Highways Code (refer to Annex B).
	d. The Department's authority to enter into reimbursable agreements for traffic control at special events is contained in Section 2410.5 of the California Vehicle Code (CVC) (refer to Annex B).
	e. The Department regulates the use of state property through a permit process contained in the California Code of Regulations (CCR), Title 13, Division 2,   Chapter 11.  These provisions do not apply to individuals or groups who obtain permits pursua...

	5. DEFINITIONS.
	a. FO Permit:  A Caltrans Filming Encroachment Permit (CEP), which only authorizes placement of cameras, equipment, and no parking signs in conventional highway rights-of-way.
	b. FI Permit:  A CEP, which authorizes filming of moving vehicles and allows intermittent traffic control in conventional highway rights-of-way.
	c. FL Permit:  A CEP authorizing filming on conventional highways, including intermittent traffic control, lane closures, detours, etc.
	d. FS Permit:  A CEP authorizing filming within conventional highways involving stunts, pyrotechnics, aircraft flying below a 500-foot altitude, or any filming within access controlled highways.
	e. FR Permit Rider:  A document issued by Caltrans changing terms and conditions of any of the above identified and already issued original CEPs.  Significant changes may require Caltrans to issue a new CEP.
	f. CHP 398, Permit Application for Activity on State Property:  A CHP 398 is a permit issued pursuant to HPM 100.70 authorizing the use of state owned or leased buildings and grounds.  A CHP 398 is not required when a filming entity has obtained a per...
	g. Photography/Motion Picture Permit:  A film permit issued by the CFC.  In addition to any other required film permit (CEP, local authority permits, etc.), all filming activities must have a Photography/Motion Picture Permit.
	h. State Building and Grounds:  Defined in the CCR as property owned, leased, rented, controlled, used, or occupied by any department or part thereof of the government of the State of California.
	i. Film Media Relations Officer:  A uniformed CHP employee stationed at the CFC or at either Southern or Golden Gate Divisions (when staffing permits).  The film media relations officer (FMRO) coordinates communications between the film permit applica...
	(1) The Southern FMRO may be reached at CHP Southern Division, or:
	(2) The Golden Gate FMRO may be reached at Golden Gate Division.
	(3) The FMRO’s Caltrans counterpart at the CFC is known as the Caltrans Statewide Film Coordinator (CSFC).  The CSFC's functions are described in the Interagency Agreement (refer to Annex A).

	j. Film Permit Coordinator.  A film permit coordinator (PC) is a CHP supervisor or officer assigned to ensure compliance with the encroachment permit conditions.
	k. Reimbursable Services Agreement.  An agreement for services (traffic control or other police services) provided pursuant to HPM 11.1, Administrative Procedures Manual, Chapter 6, Reimbursable Services.

	6. PROCEDURES.
	a. Film Permit Application Process.
	(1) First Phase.  The application process begins when a film company representative contacts the CFC for a permit to film on a highway.  Occasionally, the film entity representative may first contact the CHP Area command.  While helpful for preplannin...
	(2) Second Phase.  The FMRO will inform the Area command regarding permit details (permit type and conditions).  A mutual agreement will be made regarding the extent of CHP involvement and other film permit conditions.  In the event a film production ...
	(a) For filming on state highways, the PC’s name is required to be specified for issuance of FO and FI Filming Encroachment Permits.  Generally, since the identity of the assigned individual is unknown at the time of permit application, the FMRO will ...
	(b) Filming on non-state highways requires a film permit issued by the appropriate local authority.  These film permits may resemble the Caltrans film permit classifications and have similar requirements.

	(3) Third Phase.  Where applicable, the Area prepares a Reimbursable Services Agreement for traffic control or other police services.  The Area manages the enforcement of the permits according to the permit type and conditions.
	(a) Traffic Control.  Where necessary, the Area shall assign (in addition to the PC) a sufficient number of uniformed employees and vehicles to provide for effective traffic control or the required service pursuant to a Reimbursable Services Agreement...
	(b) Reimbursable Services Agreement.  A Reimbursable Services Agreement shall be finalized between the film company and Area command prior to permit-authorized operation.  All personnel shall be assigned on an overtime basis as provided in HPM 11.1, C...
	1  Non-Reimbursable Services.  The following services are not reimbursable and are provided free of charge to the film entity.
	a FO Filming Encroachment Permit enforcement (e.g., where no traffic control is needed) on all state highways (incorporated and unincorporated areas).
	b FI Filming Encroachment Permit enforcement on incorporated state highways in which an allied agency provides traffic control.

	2  Reimbursable Services.  The following are examples of a reimbursable service:
	a Traffic control services regardless of whether incorporated/unincorporated on both state highways and non-state highways.
	b The service of the PC when providing additional services (such as traffic control).
	c Film Permit compliance on state owned or leased buildings and grounds.
	d Any other additional police service provided by the CHP outside the scope of those expressly listed as not reimbursable.




	b. General Filming Encroachment Permit Enforcement Procedures.  The following procedures are applicable in all situations in which the CHP is responsible for film permit enforcement.
	(1) Prior to Filming.  Prior to the commencement of filming operations, the PC shall respond to the film site.  The PC shall examine the permits and discuss their provisions with the film company representative.  Where applicable, the PC shall also di...
	(2) During Filming Operations.
	(a) Filming Encroachment Permit Enforcement Only.  If the CHP provides only Filming Encroachment Permit enforcement (without traffic control or other service), the PC shall remain at the scene until compliance appears assured.  The PC, or other design...
	(b) Filming Encroachment Permit Enforcement in Conjunction with California Highway Patrol Reimbursable Services Agreement.  If the CHP provides both Filming Encroachment Permit enforcement and traffic control or other police services (pursuant to a Re...
	(c) Permit Irregularities.
	1  Permit Violations.  When a violation of Filming Encroachment Permit conditions or provisions occurs, any uniformed CHP employee may interrupt the filming process.  The CHP employee shall immediately make notification to a CHP supervisor for resolut...
	2  Permit Alterations.  Significant alterations or changes to work hours and/or locations shall not be made without a written FR Permit Rider or verbal affirmation from either the FMRO or a Caltrans Inspector.  However, with supervisory approval, a un...

	(d) Safety Hazards.  Regardless of specified film permit conditions, an officer may interrupt and stop filming activities which they believe presents an unreasonable safety hazard to either officers or uninvolved civilians.
	NOTE:  The CHP employee shall immediately make notification to a CHP supervisor for resolution.  Officers and supervisors shall use sound, professional judgment in determining whether or not an activity necessitates an interruption of filming.  In add...



	c. Enforcement.
	(1) State Highways.  The CHP has Filming Encroachment Permit enforcement responsibilities for filming on all state highways, whether in incorporated or unincorporated areas.  On conventional state highways traversing municipalities, the Department ens...
	(a) FO Filming Encroachment Permits.  The CHP has primary permit enforcement responsibility for FO Filming Encroachment Permits.  The PC’s service is not reimbursable.
	(b) FI Filming Encroachment Permits.  The CHP has primary permit enforcement responsibility for FI Filming Encroachment Permits.  Traffic control service is provided via a Reimbursable Services Agreement.
	NOTE:  When a local law enforcement agency provides traffic control, the PC shall coordinate permit compliance with that allied agency.  The PC’s service is not reimbursable.

	(c) FL and FS Filming Encroachment Permits.  The California Department of Transportation has primary permit enforcement responsibility for FL and FS Filming Encroachment Permits.  Upon Caltrans’ request, the CHP can enforce FL and FS Filming Encroachm...
	1  The PC is normally a designated member of the CHP traffic control detail.  The PC’s duty will be to coordinate with the Caltrans representative to promote safe conduct during filming, and in Caltrans' absence, oversee permit compliance.
	2  Where the municipal police agency provides traffic control, the PC also shall coordinate permit compliance with that allied agency.


	(2) Non-state Highways.
	(a) Unincorporated Areas.  The FMRO will advise the Area command of the film permit type and upon Area concurrence, the conditions.  A film permit issued by the local road authorities may resemble the Caltrans classifications and have similar requirem...
	(b) Incorporated Areas.  If the local law enforcement agency is unable to respond, the CHP may provide film permit enforcement and traffic control for non-state highways within a municipality.  Such service is provided pursuant to a Reimbursable Servi...

	(3) State Capitol.
	(a) Interior.  Depending on the exact location, use of the interior of the Capitol requires a permit from the Senate Rules Committee, the Assembly Rules Committee, the Joint Rules Committee, or the Governor’s office.  Upon request, the FMRO will refer...
	(b) Exterior.  The FMRO will coordinate the issuance of a CFC Photography/Motion Picture Film Permit and refer the film entity to CPS for permit conditions.  The criteria and conditions are based upon minimizing conflicts with normal business operatio...
	(c) Once authorized, CPS will monitor the activity for film permit compliance.

	(4) Use of Other State Buildings and Grounds.  Film entity use of state buildings and/or grounds requires a CFC Photography/Motion Picture Permit.  Generally, to ensure facility security, the permit will require an officer to be on-site.


	7. PROBLEM RESOLUTION.
	a. All on-scene problems regarding CHP Filming Encroachment Permit enforcement responsibilities shall be reported both to the respective field Division and FMRO.  If the conflict involves a lengthy delay of film operations or controversy (for either t...
	b. Unusual incidents, injuries, and collisions shall be immediately reported through channels to the FMRO and Division and in accordance with GO 100.80, Notification and Report of Emergencies and Unusual Occurrences.


	8. RESPONSIBILITIES.
	a. Film Media Relations Officer.  The FMRO is responsible for the following:
	(1) Coordinate with the Caltrans Statewide Film Coordinator in evaluating and granting requests for Filming Encroachment Permits.
	(2) Coordinate with local road authorities in evaluating and granting requests for film permits for non-state highways, or when filming on state highways will affect traffic on other nearby roadways.
	(3) Contact involved CHP commands to accomplish the following:
	(a) Ascertain the identity of the PC for the FO or FI Filming Encroachment Permits, or similar-type film permits for non-state highways.
	(b) Disseminate information which explains the nature of film permits and the logistical demands upon the Area.  In the event a film production necessitates filming on highways spanning more than 3 CHP Areas or 2 or more CHP Divisions, the FMRO will c...
	(c) Assist in resolving operational concerns which may arise between a film permittee, employees of road authorities (Caltrans or local), and the CHP.

	(4) Contact allied agencies to disseminate information which explains the nature of the film permits and the logistical demands or impact upon the allied agency.
	(5) Provide training to field personnel.
	(6) Address discrepancies or problems which may arise relative to the film permit process, and seek resolution through coordination with involved parties and agencies.
	(7) Make recommendations through channels for revisions to this GO or the Interagency Agreement, based on the experiences of the film permit process.

	b. Area Commanders.  Area commanders are responsible for the following:
	(1) Ensure inquiries and requests from the FMRO are acted upon expeditiously and professionally.
	(2) Develop and finalize Reimbursable Services Agreements with film companies prior to filming operations requiring CHP traffic control services.
	(3) Ensure that all memoranda and Communications Network (Comm-Net) messages regarding the film permit process are expeditiously forwarded.
	(4) Refer preliminary requests from filming companies (for CHP assistance on highways within CHP jurisdiction) to the CFC for Photography/Motion Picture Permit application.

	c. Film Permit Coordinator.  Personnel designated as PCs, for purposes of film details, are responsible for the following:
	(1) Ensure the safe conduct of filming regarding traffic control and public liability.
	(2) Enforce and coordinate Interagency Agreement provisions and approved Filming Encroachment Permits issued by Caltrans as outlined in this GO.
	(a) Normally, the PC should defer requests for modifications or deviations from the Filming Encroachment Permit to the Caltrans state representative.
	(b) Notwithstanding, any deviations authorized shall be noted on the face of the Filming Encroachment Permit, and dated and signed by the state's representative (CHP or Caltrans) as provided in the Interagency Agreement.

	(3) Expeditiously inform the Area commander and notify the FMRO, by telephone, whenever film permit enforcement responsibilities require the cessation of filming operations for a lengthy duration, or for reasons controversial to the filming company.
	(4) Initiate required Comm-Net messages for Area commander approval whenever on-scene film permit enforcement problems arise.
	(5) Represent the State of California in a professional manner when dealing with a film permittee and public agencies.



