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CHAPTER 3 

VEHICLE THEFT INFORMATION SYSTEM (VTIS) REPORTS 

1. VEHICLE THEFT INFORMATION SYSTEM-01 – THEFT ACTIVITY REPORT. 

a. Purpose.  This report provides the user with a summary of vehicle thefts and 
recoveries occurring within a specific jurisdiction.  VTIS-01 details the specific kinds 
of vehicles (make, model, and year) that are currently being stolen. 

b. Content.  The VTIS-01 indicates the number of vehicles stolen during the 
current and year-to-date time periods, ranked according to greatest volume of thefts 
occurring with each specific kind of vehicle (make, model, and year).  In addition, 
the report provides the total number of vehicles recovered which were reported 
stolen during that particular report period.  The user can see at a glance how many 
vehicles of a specific make, model, and year were stolen and how many of those 
same vehicles were recovered.  An example of a VTIS-01 for automobiles is shown 
in Annex A. 

c. Report Interpretation.  For each time period, the number of thefts and 
recoveries are shown by specific vehicle type (i.e., automobiles, motorcycles), and 
by vehicle kind (make, model, and year).  Also shown are the number of vehicles 
recovered which were reported for each time period.  A further breakdown shows 
the number of these vehicles which were recovered in the jurisdiction of theft or 
outside the jurisdiction of theft.  The stolen vehicles are ranked from 1 (the greatest 
volume) to 40 (the least volume).  Referring to Annex A, the number 20 ranked 
automobile stolen in the California Highway Patrol (CHP) Southern Division 
(Zone 5) for December 2008 was a 1999 Honda Civic.  This type of vehicle was 
stolen 36 times, with 23 recovered in the jurisdiction of theft and zero outside the 
jurisdiction of theft.  Year-to-date, 326 were stolen and 281 recovered, or 
86.2 percent.  Of these, 261 were recovered in the jurisdiction of theft and 20 
outside the jurisdiction of theft.  The totals for the categories are shown at the 
bottom of the report. 

2. VEHICLE THEFT INFORMATION SYSTEM-02 – RECOVERY ACTIVITY REPORT. 

a. Purpose.  This report is designed to rank recovered vehicles with respect to the 
condition at the time of recovery.  Since condition at recovery can be a significant 
indicator of the theft motive, these reports can alert the investigator to those 
vehicles that are targets of commercial thefts by indicating the high-volume vehicles 
that are being recovered in a stripped condition.  Similarly, motives such as 
transportation and insurance fraud can also be implied from the recovery condition.  
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b. Content.  This report reflects vehicle recoveries by vehicle make, model, and 
year, and has six optional reporting categories.  Any or all of the categories can be 
selected to rank the recovered vehicles.  Regardless of which is selected, all 
categories will show the number that were recovered that fit each category.  These 
categories are:  

(1) VTIS-02A - Greatest number recovered. 

(2) VTIS-02B - Greatest number recovered intact. 

(3) VTIS-02C - Greatest number recovered major stripped. 

(4) VTIS-02D - Greatest number recovered burned. 

(5) VTIS-02E - Greatest number recovered wrecked. 

(6) VTIS-02F - Greatest number recovered minor stripped. 

c. Report Interpretation.  Annex B contains the VTIS-02B-Automobiles report for 
December 2008, for the CHP’s Southern Division.  Because it is a VTIS-02B, the 
vehicles are ranked by the greatest number recovered intact.  The number 8 ranked 
vehicle for December 2008 is a 1996 Honda Accord.  There were 75 of this type 
vehicle recovered; 34 intact, 3 major stripped, 1 burned, 22 wrecked, and 15 minor 
stripped.  Year-to-date, 620 of this vehicle type were recovered.  Of these, 289 
were intact, 31 major stripped, 2 burned, 160 wrecked, and 138 minor stripped.  
Totals for categories are shown at the bottom of the report. 

3. VEHICLE THEFT INFORMATION SYSTEM-03 – OUTSTANDING VEHICLE 
REPORT. 

a. Purpose.  This report is designed to rank outstanding vehicles by the greatest 
number outstanding.  It can assist law enforcement in determining which specific 
vehicle types have significant numbers of outstanding vehicles. 

b. Content.  This report ranks outstanding stolen vehicle by make, model, and 
year, and by the greatest number outstanding.  It reflects the number of thefts and 
the number and percentage of those which are outstanding. 

c. Report Interpretation.  Annex C, contains the VTIS-03- Automobiles report for 
the third quarter, October through December, 2008, for the CHP’s Southern 
Division.  The number 10 ranked vehicle was a 1990 Toyota Camry.  This vehicle 
type was stolen 201 times, and 28 were still outstanding (13.9 percent) at the end 
of the report period.  Year-to-date, 773 were stolen.  Of these, 62 (8 percent) were 
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still outstanding at the end of the report period.  Totals for categories are shown at 
the bottom of the report. 

4. VEHICLE THEFT INFORMATION SYSTEM-04 – VEHICLE THEFT SUMMARY 
REPORT. 

a. Purpose.  This report is designed to provide jurisdictions with a brief, concise 
summary of the total vehicle theft and recovery activity. 

b. Content.  This report reflects the number of thefts and recoveries by the seven 
vehicle types (automobiles, motorcycles, pickup trucks, and vans, etc.), and their 
recovery rates.  Nine vehicle recovery categories (driveable, major strip, burned, 
wrecked, etc.) are depicted with the corresponding number of vehicles which were 
recovered in that condition.  The report includes whether the recovered vehicles 
were stolen in that jurisdiction or outside the jurisdiction, and the number of vehicles 
recovered outside the jurisdiction of theft that were stolen in that jurisdiction.  The 
information is given separately for the reporting period and year-to-date. 

c. Report Interpretation.  Annex D contains the December 2008, VTIS-04 report 
for the CHP’s Southern Division.  There were 4,627 total thefts recorded.  Of these, 
2,889 were automobiles, 125 were motorcycles, 1,242 were pickup trucks, vans, 
etc.  Total recoveries were 4,265, including 2,743 automobiles, 30 motorcycles, 
1,188 pickup trucks, vans, etc.  Below the recovery totals for each vehicle type are 
shown the 9 recovery conditions and the number of vehicles for each vehicle type 
which were recovered in that condition.  For example, of the 1,188 pickup trucks, 
vans, etc., that were recovered, 152 were recovered wrecked.  The recovery rate is 
shown at the bottom of each column.  The total recovery rate for all vehicles was 
92.2 percent and the recovery rate for motorcycles was 24 percent.  To the right of 
this information the recoveries are shown according to whether they were 
recovered within the jurisdiction of theft or outside the jurisdiction of theft.  Of the 
4,265 recoveries, 3,934 were vehicles stolen in Southern Division.  Of the 524 
vehicles recovered wrecked, 26 were vehicles stolen outside of Southern Division.  
At the far right is a breakdown of vehicles stolen in Southern Division and 
recovered by other jurisdictions.  A total of 301 were recovered, 205 driveable, 13 
were wrecked and stripped, etc.  Year-to-date information is provided in the same 
format as the report period information. 
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5. VEHICLE THEFT INFORMATION SYSTEM-11 - COUNTY THEFT AND 
RECOVERY SUMMARY. 

a. Purpose.  This report is designed to provide a recap of basic theft and recovery 
statistics by vehicle type and county.  Unlike most VTIS reports, this report is 
produced primarily for the CHP to be utilized for analysis and coordination 
purposes. 

b. Format.  The format of this report is in line entry order by individual counties 
listed at the left margin, and the vehicle type category across the top margin.  
Unlike the previous VTIS reports, there are no comparative time period or vehicle 
descriptors provided.  Since the information cannot be placed on one page, it will 
be printed on four pages. 

c. Content.  This report displays each county's statistics as a single line in 
alphabetical order by county.  Each line provides total thefts, percent of total thefts, 
total recoveries, and recovery rates for each vehicle type category.  Total thefts and 
recoveries for each county are also shown for the period.  At the end of the report, 
statewide totals are presented for each vehicle type category.  An example of a 
monthly VTIS-11 report is shown in Annex E. 

d.  Report Interpretation.  The statistical information presented in the VTIS-11 
report is interpreted as follows: 

(1)  Total Thefts.  The total thefts represent a cumulative total of all vehicles of 
the specified vehicle type category which have been stolen during the report 
period in the county specified. 

(2)  Percentage of Total Thefts.  The number of thefts for each county is 
represented as a percentage of the statewide total by vehicle type category. 

(3)  Total Recoveries.  The total recoveries represent a cumulative total of all 
vehicles recovered in the vehicle type category during the report period in the 
county specified.  Since recovery totals are based on recovery activity during 
the report period, it is possible to show more vehicles recovered than stolen for 
a given period.  In this report all recoveries made within a county, regardless of 
where the theft occurred are counted. 

(4) Recovery Rate.  The number of recoveries for each county is represented 
as a percentage of vehicles stolen of the same vehicle type category for the 
report and county specified.  Recovery rates are based on recovery activity 
during the report period and are not necessarily related to the actual time 
period in which the theft occurred. 
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(5) Statewide Totals.  Following the last county, a statewide total of thefts and 
recoveries is displayed for each vehicle type category, along with the 
associated percentages. 

e. Report Options.  The reporting frequency is the only option available with the 
VTIS-11 report. 

6. VTIS-12 - JURISDICTION OF THEFT VS. COUNTY OF RECOVERY. 

a. Purpose.  This report is designed to provide a means of analyzing patterns in 
the movement of stolen vehicles by showing the "from - to" relationships of 
recovered vehicles at the county level.  Analysis of this report involves the 
identification of significant numbers of vehicles that are stolen in a particular 
jurisdiction and the county of recovery of those vehicles.  When this relationship is 
established, further analysis can be made through use of the VTIS special report 
(VTIS Stat Run, Chapter 4) where specific vehicle kinds, theft and recovery periods, 
individual agencies, and recovery conditions can be specified. 

b. Format.  The information in this report is presented in line entry order with the 
county of recovery arranged in alphabetical order at the left margin and the seven 
vehicle type categories across the top margin.  An example of a VTIS-12 monthly 
report is shown in Annex F.  

c. Content.  Vehicles recovered during the report period which were originally 
stolen in the specified jurisdiction of theft are tabulated by vehicle type for each 
county.  A recovery by county total is provided, indicating the total number of 
vehicles recovered in a given county which were originally stolen in the specified 
theft jurisdiction. 

d. Report Interpretation.  The statistical information presented in the VTIS-12 
report is interpreted as follows: 

(1) Recoveries by Vehicle Type.  For each county in California, the total 
number of vehicles recovered which were originally stolen in the specified 
jurisdiction of theft is distributed according to vehicle type.  Referring to 
Annex F, the VTIS-12 depicts all recoveries of vehicles originally stolen in 
CHP's Southern Division for the month of December 2008.  In looking at the 
distribution of recoveries, it can be seen that 34 automobiles and 17 personal 
trucks (pickups) stolen in Southern Division were recovered in San Bernardino 
County.  This type of information allows the user agency to pinpoint movement 
of vehicles which is very helpful in pattern analysis. 
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(2) Total Recoveries.  The total recoveries column provides the total number 
of vehicles that were recovered in each county and were originally stolen in the 
specified jurisdiction of theft. 

e.  Report Options.  Only two reporting options are available: 

(1) Jurisdiction of theft (any level). 

(2) Reporting frequency.



 

 3-9 HPH 81.2  

ANNEX A  

VTIS 01 
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ANNEX B 

VTIS 02B 
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ANNEX C 

VTIS 03 
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ANNEX D 

VTIS 04 
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ANNEX E 

VTIS 11 



 

HPH 81.2 3-18   

THIS PAGE INTETIONALLY LEFT BLANK



 

 3-19 HPH 81.2  

ANNEX F 

VTIS 12 
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