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CHAPTER 9 

TRANSPORTATION OF GAMING EQUIPMENT 

1. PURPOSE.  This chapter provides guidance and direction to officers regarding the 
transportation of gaming devices, such as slot machines and video poker machines, 
originating or terminating within California.  With the implementation of Proposition 5, 
the Tribal-State Gaming Compacts Initiative (1998), there has been an increase in the 
number of these devices transported to and from licensed casinos located within 
sovereign Indian tribal lands. As a result, the likelihood of departmental personnel 
encountering these devices being transported upon the highways has also increased.  
Proposition 5 requires the State of California to enter into an agreement with each tribe 
involved in gaming activities that wishes to transport gaming devices.  The Department 
of Justice (DOJ),  Bureau of Gambling Control (BGC), will enter into a Gaming Device 
Transportation Agreement with these tribes.  This agreement details the provisions 
under which the gaming devices may be transported from one point to another upon 
California highways.  

2. GENERAL.  Per the Gaming Device Transportation Agreement (Annex A), the 
following are key requirements for transporting gaming devices: 

a. The final destination of the devices must be a legally licensed gaming, 
storage, or repair facility, either in California or another state or country in which 
the device is legal. 

b. A tribe must provide at least 10 days notice of transportation intent to 
the sheriff’s department of the county in which the tribal land is located. 

c. The devices must be transported in a locked compartment or sealed 
container within the transporting vehicle, and must be inaccessible during 
transport. 

d. The carrier must have a copy of both the transportation permit and the 
shipment notice provided to the Sheriff’s Department, as issued by the applicable 
Tribal Gaming Agency, in possession at all times while transporting the devices.  
Refer to Annex B for a sample Transportation Permit and Annex C for a sample 
Shipment Notice.  A shipment notification (Annex D) should be included with the 
Transportation Permit and Shipment Notice as an attachment to describe the 
items being shipped. 
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3. PROCEDURE. 

a. If departmental personnel encounter gaming devices under transport, they 
should request the above-mentioned Transportation Permit and Shipment Notice 
to ensure the devices are being transported legally.  If all the requested 
documentation is in the driver’s possession, no further enforcement action 
relating to the gaming devices is necessary. 

b. In the event no Transportation Permit and/or Shipment Notice is available, or 
if any questions arise, personnel are to record all information of the driver, 
transportation vehicle, date, and time of the enforcement stop, along with any 
other applicable information related to the contact, and release the driver and 
vehicle without further enforcement action related to the gaming devices. 

c. The above information should be forwarded to BGC, at (916) 830-1700, 
Monday through Friday, between the hours of 8 a.m. and 5 p.m., or to DOJ’s 
Command Center at (916) 263-3408, 24 hours a day, to confirm the legality of the 
shipment.  While the agreements between the state and gaming-involved tribes 
allow for the seizure of illegal gaming devices by peace officers, personnel should 
not seize this equipment if encountered, but may assist BGC if they wish to effect 
a seizure themselves. 
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ANNEX A 

SAMPLE TRANSPORTATION AGREEMENT 

 



ANNEX A 
 

SAMPLE TRANSPORTATION AGREEMENT (continued) 
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ANNEX B 

SAMPLE TRANSPORTATION PERMIT 
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ANNEX C 

SAMPLE SHIPMENT NOTICE 
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ANNEX D 

SAMPLE SHIPMENT NOTIFICATION  

 



ANNEX D 
 

SAMPLE SHIPMENT NOTIFICATION (continued) 
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ANNEX D 
 

SAMPLE SHIPMENT NOTIFICATION (continued) 
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ANNEX D 
 

SAMPLE SHIPMENT NOTIFICATION (continued) 
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