
 12-1 HPM 70.2  

CHAPTER 12 

SPECIFIC PROTOCOLS 

REVISED JANUARY 2025 

TABLE OF CONTENTS 

DO NOT RESUSCITATE ........................................................................................... 12-3 
 Policy ....................................................................................................................... 12-3 
 General .................................................................................................................... 12-3 
PROCEDURES .......................................................................................................... 12-3 
UNIFORM ANATOMICAL GIFT ACT ......................................................................... 12-4 
 General .................................................................................................................... 12-4 
 Procedure ................................................................................................................ 12-5 

ANNEXES 

A – EMERGENCY MEDICAL SERVICES PREHOSPITAL DO NOT  
RESUSCITATE (DNR) FORM .......................................................................... 12-7 

B – EXAMPLES OF MEDIC ALERT BRACELETS/MEDALLIONS ............................ 12-9 
  



HPM 70.2  12-2 

 

THIS PAGE INTENTIONALLY LEFT BLANK 



 

 12-3 HPM 70.2  

CHAPTER 12 

SPECIFIC PROTOCOLS 

1. DO NOT RESUSCITATE. 

a. Policy.  All uniformed personnel trained as a Public Safety First Aid (PSFA) 
should not attempt resuscitative measures when either a properly executed 
standardized Do Not Resuscitate (DNR) form or a state-approved bracelet or 
medallion is present. 

b. General. 

(1) The Emergency Medical Services Authority (EMSA) and the California 
Medical Association (CMA) have developed a standardized DNR policy for use 
by members of this Department. 

(a) This answers the need for a statewide policy to allow a patient to 
refuse unwanted resuscitation attempts from emergency medical personnel 
in the prehospital setting and to ensure that patients’ rights are honored. 

(2) The EMSA and CMA have developed a standardized form, Emergency 
Medical Services Prehospital Do Not Resuscitate (DNR) Form, for DNR 
directives (Refer to Annex A). 

(a) The person completing the form can obtain a medic alert bracelet or 
medallion which will be recognized throughout the state (Refer to Annex B). 

2. PROCEDURES. 

a. When a DNR form is present: 

(1) Do not resuscitate means no chest compressions, defibrillation, 
endotracheal intubation, assisted ventilation, or cardiotonic drugs. 

(2) The patient should receive all other care not identified above for all other 
medical conditions according to local protocols. 

(3) Relief of choking caused by a foreign body is appropriate. 

b. All uniformed personnel at the scene of an emergency should confirm that a 
DNR form does not exist.  If a DNR form exists, it must be signed and dated by a 
physician.  Photocopies of the form are valid and will be honored. 
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(1) Uniformed personnel should see the written DNR form or 
medallion/bracelet unless the patient’s physician is present and issues a 
DNR order. 

(2) No witness to the patient’s or surrogate’s signature is necessary.  Ensuring 
appropriate form consent is the responsibility of the attending physician, not 
the emergency medical services system or prehospital provider. 

(3) A good faith effort to correctly identify the patient is crucial.  The 
presumption should be that the identity is correct if circumstances are 
consistent.  A witness who can reliably identify the patient is valuable. 

c. The DNR form should be taken with the patient during transport. 

d. Absent of a DNR form or medallion/bracelet, full resuscitative measures shall 
be performed within the uniformed personnel’s scope of practice. 

(1) All DNR patient contacts shall be documented on a CHP 330, Emergency 
Medical Report. 

3. UNIFORM ANATOMICAL GIFT ACT. 

a. General. 

(1) California Vehicle Code Sections 12811.3 and 13005(b) require the 
California Department of Motor Vehicles (DMV) to provide and explain the use 
of a donor card which may be affixed to the back of the driver’s license or ID 
card.  The donor card indicates the licensee’s willingness and intent to make 
an anatomical gift upon death. 

(2) Upon an applicant’s request, the DMV will print a pink dot on the front of 
the driver’s license or ID card.  This is intended to indicate the presence of a 
donor card, which is usually on the reverse side. 

(3) Health and Safety Code Section 7150.55 requires law enforcement 
officers, firefighters, paramedics, or other emergency rescuers finding the 
individual to make a reasonable search for a document of gift or a refusal to 
make an anatomical gift whenever they find an individual who they believe may 
be dead or near death.  The individual does not have to be the victim of a traffic 
crash. 

(4) When a potential donor is identified, the admitting hospital, another 
competent medical authority, or the coroner will notify the appropriate 
procurement organization. 
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b. Procedure. 

(1) When a uniformed employee of the Department finds an individual who 
they reasonably believe is dead, or near death, the uniformed employee shall 
make a reasonable search to identify the individual’s driver’s license or ID card 
to ascertain if the individual has a document of gift or other information 
identifying the individual as a donor or as an individual who made a refusal.  

(2) When a potential anatomical gift donor is identified, the coroner (if dead) 
or hospital (if near death) should be notified immediately. 
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ANNEX A 

EMERGENCY MEDICAL SERVICES 

PREHOSPITAL DO NOT RESUSCITATE (DNR) FORM 
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ANNEX B 

EXAMPLES OF MEDIC ALERT BRACELETS/MEDALLIONS 
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