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CHAPTER 5 

CALIFORNIA VEHICLE CODE SECTION 10751 
DISPOSITION OF VEHICLE/COMPONENT PARTS 

1. INTRODUCTION. 

a. Purpose.  This chapter is designed to assist departmental personnel in the 
enforcement of California Vehicle Code (CVC) Section 10751 and to provide a 
program for implementing standard procedures statewide for the disposition of 
vehicles and/or component parts that fall within the provisions of the section. 

b. California Vehicle Code Section 10751. 

(1) Subsection (a).  “No person shall knowingly buy, sell, offer for sale, 
receive, or have in his or her possession, any vehicle, or component part 
thereof, from which any serial or identification number, including, but not 
limited to, any number used for registration purposes, that is affixed by the 
manufacturer to the vehicle or component part, in whatever manner deemed 
proper by the manufacturer, has been removed, defaced, altered, or 
destroyed, unless the vehicle or component part has attached thereto an 
identification number assigned or approved by the department in lieu of the 
manufacturer’s number.” 

(2) Subsection (b).  “Whenever a vehicle described in subdivision (a), 
including a vehicle assembled with any component part which is in violation of 
subdivision (a), comes into the custody of a peace officer, it shall be destroyed, 
sold, or otherwise disposed of under the conditions as provided in an order by 
the court having jurisdiction.  No court order providing for disposition shall be 
issued unless the person from whom the property was seized, and all 
claimants to the property whose interest or title is on registration records in the 
Department of Motor Vehicles, are provided a post seizure hearing by the court 
having jurisdiction within 90 days after the seizure.  This subdivision shall not 
apply with respect to a seized vehicle or component part used as evidence in 
any criminal action or proceeding.  Nothing in this section shall, however, 
preclude the return of a seized vehicle or a component part to the owner by the 
seizing agency following presentation of satisfactory evidence of ownership 
and, if determined necessary, upon the assignment of an identification number 
to the vehicle or component part by the department.” 

(3) Subsection (c).  “Whenever a vehicle described in subdivision (a) comes 
into the custody of a peace officer, the person from whom the property was 
seized, and all claimants to the property whose interest or title is on registration 
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records in the Department of Motor Vehicles, shall be notified within five days, 
excluding Saturdays, Sundays, and holidays, after the seizure, of the date, 
time, and place of the hearing required in subdivision (b).  The notice shall 
contain the information specified in subdivision (d).” 

(4) Subsection (d).  “Whenever a peace officer seizes a vehicle described in 
subdivision (a), the person from whom the property was seized shall be 
provided a notice of impoundment of the vehicle which shall serve as a receipt 
and contain the following information:” 

(a) “(1)  Name and address of person from whom the property was seized.” 

(b) “(2)  A statement that the vehicle seized has been impounded for 
investigation of a violation of Section 10751 of the California Vehicle Code 
and that the property will be released upon a determination that the serial 
or identification number has not been removed, defaced, altered, or 
destroyed, or upon the presentation of satisfactory evidence of ownership 
of the vehicle or a component part, if no other person claims an interest in 
the property; otherwise, a hearing regarding the disposition of the vehicle 
shall take place in the proper court.” 

(c) “(3)  A statement that the person from whom the property was seized, 
and all claimants to the property whose interest or title is on registration 
records in the Department of Motor Vehicles, will receive written 
notification of the date, time, and place of the hearing within five days, 
excluding Saturdays, Sundays, and holidays, after the seizure.” 

(d) “(4)  Name and address of the law enforcement agency where evidence 
of ownership of the vehicle or component part may be presented.” 

(e) “(5)  A statement of the contents of Section 10751 of the Vehicle Code.” 

(5) Subsection (e).  “A hearing on the disposition of the property shall be 
held by the superior court within 90 days after the seizure.  The hearing shall 
be before the court without a jury.  A proceeding under this section is a 
limited civil case.” 

(a) “(1)  If the evidence reveals either that the serial or identification 
number has not been removed, defaced, altered, or destroyed or that the 
number has been removed, defaced, altered, or destroyed but satisfactory 
evidence of ownership has been presented to the seizing agency or court, 
the property shall be released to the person entitled thereto.  Nothing in 
this section precludes the return of the vehicle or a component part to a 
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good faith purchaser following presentation of satisfactory evidence of 
ownership thereof upon the assignment of an identification number to the 
vehicle or component part by the department.” 

(b) “(2)  If the evidence reveals that the identification number has been 
removed, defaced, altered, or destroyed, and satisfactory evidence of 
ownership has not been presented, the vehicle shall be destroyed, sold, or 
otherwise disposed of as provided by court order.” 

(c) “(3)  At the hearing, the seizing agency has the burden of establishing 
that the serial or identification number has been removed, defaced, 
altered, or destroyed and that no satisfactory evidence of ownership has 
been presented.” 

(6) Subsection (f).  “This section does not apply to a scrap metal processor 
engaged primarily in the acquisition, processing, and shipment of ferrous and 
nonferrous scrap, and who receives dismantled vehicles from licensed 
dismantlers, licensed junk collectors, or licensed junk dealers as scrap metal 
for the purpose of recycling the dismantled vehicles for their metallic content, 
the end product of which is the production of material for recycling and 
remelting purposes for steel mills, foundries, smelters, and refiners.” 

c. California Vehicle Code Section 10751—Procedure Flow Chart.  The flow chart 
in Annex A provides a graphic illustration of the procedures to be followed in 
conjunction with Section 10751 CVC. 

2. ENFORCEMENT—OBVIOUS ALTERATIONS. 

a. Impoundment of Vehicle or Component Part.  Whenever a vehicle or 
component part possessing an obviously mutilated or removed vehicle 
identification number (VIN) comes into the custody of an officer, it should be 
impounded.  The officer, with the immediate supervisor’s, the Division vehicle 
theft coordinators, or a vehicle theft investigator’s approval, may impound the 
vehicle (utilizing Section 22655.5 CVC) or component part for investigation of a 
violation of Section 10751 CVC.  If the supervisor and/or coordinator are not 
available and the vehicle or component part is seized by an officer and a Division 
vehicle theft investigator, both officers shall notify their supervisors of the seizure 
as soon as practicable. 

b. Required Documents.  When the mutilation, alteration, or removal is obvious, 
no enforcement document will be issued at the time of impoundment.  The 
documents required under these circumstances are the CHP 180, Vehicle Report; 
CHP 36, Property Receipt; CHP 181, Notice of Impoundment of Vehicle and/or 
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Component Parts; and CHP 216, Arrest – Investigation Report.  The CHP 180 and 
CHP 36 are required in all instances where a vehicle or component part is 
impounded.  When a vehicle or component part is seized for a suspected violation 
of Section 10751 CVC, a CHP 216 will serve as the investigation report for 
recording details of the violation. 

3. ENFORCEMENT—POSSIBLE ALTERATIONS. 

a. Issuance of CHP 215, Notice to Appear.  Whenever a vehicle or component 
part appears to fall within the purview of Section 10751 CVC and there exists some 
reasonable doubt on the part of the officer as to the validity, cause, or purpose of 
the alteration and, in the opinion of the officer, circumstances do not warrant 
impounding the vehicle or component, an officer should prepare a CHP 215.  List 
the Section 10751 CVC violation along with a detailed description of the 
discrepancy with the VIN or component part number on the CHP 215.  Enter the 
appropriate court information and court date on the citation.  Additional violations 
shall be listed on a CHP 215S, Continuation Document, leaving the violation 
Section 10751 CVC in the body of the citation by itself.  The vehicle or component 
part number shall be released. 

NOTE:  An officer shall not issue a CHP 215 for a violation of Section 10751 CVC if 
the driver/owner is taken into custody for another violation, such as Section 23152 
CVC.  The vehicle or component part should be seized as prescribed in paragraphs 
2.a. and 2.b. of this chapter.  Additionally, a CHP 281, Notice to Correct Violation, 
shall not be used for a violation of Section 10751 CVC. 

(1) Example of Possible Mutilation.  The situation may arise where an officer 
suspects that a number has been restamped but is uncertain.  This possibility, 
for example, may be the product of poor quality stamping at the factory. 

(2) Example of Unintentional Removal.  The 1964 Chevrolet VIN plates were 
attached by an inferior spot-welding process.  These VIN plates often fall off 
accidentally. 

b. Obtain the driver’s/owner’s signature on the CHP 215, and if appropriate, on 
the CHP 215S, and issue the violator’s copy of the document to the driver/owner 
stressing that clearance is required through a California Highway Patrol (CHP) 
VIN officer only.  The driver’s/owner’s home and business phone numbers 
should be recorded in the body of the citation to assist with the follow-up on 
Section 10751 CVC violation. 

c. Clearance of CHP 215.  Whenever a CHP 215 is issued for violation of 
Section 10751 CVC, the individual shall be instructed to clear the document 
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through a CHP VIN officer only.  The comment “CLEAR THROUGH CHP VIN 
OFFICER ONLY,” in addition to a contact phone number for the individual, shall be 
written on the front of the CHP 215.  Upon clearing the Section 10751 CVC 
violation, the VIN officer shall advise the responsible party to clear the citation 
through the court. 

d. Release the vehicle and route the court copy of any CHP 215 issued for 
violation of Section 10751 CVC, and the court copy of the CHP 215S, if issued, to 
the respective court.  The remaining office and officer’s copies are to be distributed 
and retained as outlined in Highway Patrol Manual (HPM) 100.9, Enforcement 
Documents Manual, Chapter 1, CHP 215, Notice to Appear.  Additionally, route a 
copy of the CHP 215 to the Area VIN officer for appropriate follow-up investigation. 

e. There are some court jurisdictions that will not accept a CHP 215 as a 
complaint for a misdemeanor without a CHP 216.  Affected Areas should submit 
a CHP 216 to accompany the CHP 215.  The VIN officer should then notify the 
court officer to ensure the citation is not adjudicated until the violation of 
Section 10751 CVC is cleared by the CHP VIN officer. 

4. FOLLOW-UP IDENTIFICATION PROCESS.  

a. Impounded Vehicles.  In those instances where a vehicle or component part is 
impounded, the follow-up identification process should be coordinated by the 
Investigative Services Unit (ISU) if the identification process exceeds the 
capabilities of the Area.  Areas should develop local procedures for notifying the 
ISU immediately, should ISU assistance be necessary, following an impoundment.  
With the approval of Division, Area VIN officers may be requested to handle the 
identification process if problems arise relating to geographical distances, time 
elements, etc.  In any case, the follow-up identification process shall be conducted 
without unnecessary delay. 

b. Request for Assistance.  In those instances where Area VIN officers are unable 
to identify the vehicle or component part, an ISU investigator shall be contacted for 
assistance.  To ensure consistent coordination between Areas and ISU personnel, 
Divisions shall appoint a Section 10751 CVC coordinator to act as a primary 
contact for Areas in need of guidance on Section 10751 CVC procedures.  The 
Section 10751 CVC coordinator should be a full-time vehicle theft investigator with 
experience in the identification and disposition of altered vehicles. 
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5. RESULTS OF FOLLOW-UP IDENTIFICATION PROCESS. 

a. Vehicle Identification Number Referrals.  The Area VIN officer shall establish a 
file, filing the copy(ies) of Section 10751 CVC, CHP 215, and CHP 215S (if issued).  
After clearance, the document(s) shall be removed from the file and purged. 

(1) California Vehicle Code Section 10751—Violation Only—Issued on 
CHP 215.  The Area VIN officer shall review the circumstances determined 
during clearance of Section 10751 CVC violation.  If it is determined no 
violation exists or no intent to violate the provisions of Section 10751 CVC 
existed (e.g., the owner is an innocent purchaser of a VIN-switched vehicle), 
an officer shall recommend that the violation of Section 10751 CVC be 
dismissed by the court (as outlined in HPM 100.9).  After clearing the violator’s 
copy, the VIN officer shall direct the violator to contact the court to adjudicate 
the violation for Section 10751 CVC. 

(2) Clearing a CHP 215 Issued for California Vehicle Code Section 10751 
Violation From Another Area.  It shall be the sole responsibility of the Area VIN 
officer or a Division vehicle theft investigator to clear any violation of Section 
10751 CVC issued on a CHP 215.  When an Area VIN officer or Division 
vehicle theft investigator is clearing a CHP 215 issued for violation of Section 
10751 CVC from another Area, the following procedures shall be followed: 

(a) The Area VIN officer or Division vehicle theft investigator clearing 
a CHP 215 for Section 10751 CVC shall notify the issuing Area.  
Notification shall be made by duplicating the violator’s copy of the 
CHP 215 and routing it to the issuing Area with a memorandum explaining 
the action taken.  After clearing the violator’s copy, the VIN officer shall 
direct the violator to contact the court to adjudicate the violation of 
Section 10751 CVC. 

(b) If it is determined a violation or intent to violate did not exist, but the 
provisions of Section 10751 CVC exist (e.g., the owner is an innocent 
purchaser of a VIN-switched vehicle), the VIN officer shall submit a 
CHP 51, Memorandum, through channels to the Area of issuance 
outlining their recommendation that the Section 10751 CVC violation be 
dismissed by the court. 

(c) The Area clerical staff will forward a copy of every Section 10751 
CVC citation to the Area VIN officer.  The Area VIN officer shall establish 
a Section 10751 CVC citation file and monitor the status of the 
inspection, clearance, and court adjudication.  The VIN officer shall 
review all CHP 215s that have not been cleared and process them as 
outlined in this chapter. 
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(d) Area VIN officers should follow-up on any CHP 215 prior to sending it 
to Division.  If not cleared within 45 days, any follow-up completed shall be 
documented and forwarded along with the CHP 215 to the ISU coordinator 
for further investigation, as may be appropriate. 

b. Vehicle Disposition After Inspection. 

(1) Identified, Not Stolen. 

(a) In the event a CHP 215 was issued solely for a violation of 
Section 10751 CVC and the vehicle was determined to be properly 
identified by the existing public VIN or no intent to violate the provisions of 
Section 10751 CVC existed; the VIN officer shall recommend that the 
violation of Section 10751 CVC be dismissed by the court (as outlined in 
HPM 100.9).  Furthermore, the VIN officer shall direct the violator to 
contact the court to adjudicate the violation if a CHP 215 was issued. 

(b) If the manufacturer’s secondary numbers are satisfactory and in 
usable condition, an unnumbered replacement VIN plate should be used 
repeating the complete identification number and attached to the vehicle.  
Under these circumstances, the individual involved is not referred to the 
California Department of Motor Vehicles (DMV) and a DMV Reg. 124, 
Application for Assigned Vehicle Identification Number, is not required.  
The identity of the vehicle has not been changed.  The VIN officer will 
account for the use of the unnumbered plate by utilizing a DMV Reg. 256, 
Statement of Facts.  A copy of the DMV Reg. 256, Section G, shall be 
included with VIN reports as required in Chapter 4, Replacement Vehicle 
Identification Number System, of this manual. 

(c) If, in the opinion of the officer, circumstances require the assignment 
of a new identity to a vehicle or component part, the individual involved 
shall be referred to the DMV in order to obtain a DMV Reg. 124.  The 
vehicle or component part will then be handled in the normal manner and 
processed through the VIN assignment program. 

(2) Identified, Stolen.   

(a) If the vehicle is identified and found to be stolen, it shall be recovered 
and, if appropriate, a complaint filed.  Document requirements have been 
fulfilled as outlined in paragraph 2.b. of this chapter. 

(b) The VIN officer should notify the ISU when circumstances indicate 
activities that may warrant further investigation, which exceed the 
capabilities of the Area. 
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(3) Unidentified, Unsatisfactory Ownership.  If the vehicle or part cannot be 
identified and the Department is not satisfied with the proof of ownership that is 
offered, the vehicle or component part shall either be referred to the court on a 
petition for disposition (Annex B); or, if circumstances warrant, prosecution 
should be pursued for violation of Section 10751 CVC. 

(4) Unidentified, Satisfactory Ownership.  If the vehicle or component part 
cannot be identified, and the Department is satisfied with other evidence of 
ownership which may be available (e.g., receipt, manufacturer’s certificate of 
origin), the vehicle may be processed through the VIN program and returned to 
the owner.  This alternative should be used only in the rarest of situations. 

6. CHP 181, NOTICE OF IMPOUNDMENT OF VEHICLE AND/OR COMPONENT 
PARTS. 

a. Purpose of CHP 181.  The CHP 181 does the following: 

(1) It ensures compliance with due process procedures. 

(2) It serves as a receipt and counter-receipt for departmental liability. 

b. Completion of CHP 181.  A CHP 181 shall be completed whenever a vehicle 
or component part is taken from the immediate possession of an individual. 

(1) Individuals to whom CHP 181s are issued shall be advised they will 
receive a CHP 181A, Notice of Hearing - Impoundment of Vehicle and/or 
Component Parts, within five working days notifying them of a hearing date. 

(2) The CHP 181 is available to employees and can be accessed on the 
CHP Intranet site under the Forms tab. 

c. Availability of CHP 181.  Field supervisory personnel and vehicle theft 
investigators will maintain a supply of these documents and will make them 
available to field personnel whenever needed.   

d. No Enforcement Document Needed.  When a vehicle or component part is 
impounded for Section 10751 CVC, an enforcement document will not be issued. 

e. Refusal to Sign CHP 181.  Should an individual refuse to sign the CHP 181, 
the comment “REFUSED TO SIGN” shall be entered at the bottom of the form in 
place of the recipient’s signature.  In this situation, all copies of the CHP 181 will be 
retained and submitted to the Area for processing.  There are no provisions for 



 

 5-11 HPM 81.1  

requiring an individual to sign.  In the case of a refusal to sign, the issuing officer 
shall verbally make the individual aware of the information on the CHP 181. 

f. Distribution of CHP 181.  The CHP 181 shall be distributed as follows: 

(1) Original:  Superior court. 

(2) Copy:  Individual who possessed impounded vehicle and/or component 
part (if signature obtained), Area, Area VIN officer or vehicle theft investigator, 
and ISU. 

7. CHP 181A, NOTICE OF HEARING - IMPOUNDMENT OF VEHICLE AND/OR 
COMPONENT PARTS. 

a. Purpose of CHP 181A.  The CHP 181A provides notifications of a civil hearing in 
the event criminal charges are not filed at the conclusion of the identification process. 

b. Completion of CHP 181A.  Upon the impoundment of any vehicle or 
component part, the court having jurisdiction shall be notified and a date set to 
provide a civil hearing within 90 days of the impoundment.  The CHP 181A shall be 
sent within five working days to the person who was in possession of the 
impounded vehicle or component part, the registered owner and the legal owner, 
as determined by DMV records, advising them of the hearing date. 

c. Assignment of Court Date.  Assignment of a court date should allow for 
sufficient investigatory time prior to any civil or criminal hearing.  The purpose of 
this hearing is to allow for due process and to afford the individual an opportunity to 
be heard with regard to the validity of the impoundment or the ultimate disposition 
of the vehicle or component part.  The individual is not required to appear.  (Refer 
to paragraph 9. of this chapter.) 

d. Certification of Service by Mail.  The CHP 181A contains a Certification of 
Service by Mail which meets the legal requirements for notification of affected parties. 

(1) Certification of Service shall be completed by clerical personnel at the time 
the CHP 181A is completed and mailed to the appropriate parties. 

(2) The Certification of Service cannot be completed by anyone who would be 
considered “a party to the action.”  This would include all uniformed personnel 
involved or assigned to the investigation. 

e. Distribution of CHP 181A.  The CHP 181A will be distributed as follows: 

(1) Original:  Superior court. 
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(2) Copy:  Individual who possessed impounded vehicle and/or component 
part (if signature obtained), registered owner, legal owner, Area, Area VIN 
officer or vehicle theft investigator, ISU, district attorney, and any persons 
claiming an interest in the vehicle.  

8. CHP 181B, CANCELLATION OF CIVIL HEARING. 

a. Purpose of CHP 181B.  The CHP 181B provides notification of the cancellation 
of the civil hearing originally scheduled by using the CHP 181A. 

b. Completion of CHP 181B.  Upon satisfactory identification of an impounded 
vehicle or component part and, if determined necessary, the assignment of an 
identification number to the vehicle or component part, and the Department has 
decided to release the vehicle or component part to the owner prior to the date of 
the civil hearing, the CHP 181B shall be sent to all parties originally notified of 
the hearing. 

c. Certification of Service by Mail.  The CHP 181B contains a Certification of 
Service by Mail which meets the legal requirements for notification of affected parties. 

(1) Certification of Service shall be completed by clerical personnel at the time 
the CHP 181B is completed and mailed to the appropriate parties. 

(2) The Certification of Service cannot be completed by anyone who would be 
considered “a party to the action.”  This would include all uniformed personnel 
involved or assigned to the investigation. 

d. Distribution of CHP 181B.  The CHP 181B will be distributed as follows: 

(1) Original:  Superior court. 

(2) Copy:  Individual who possessed impounded vehicle and/or component 
part (if signature obtained), registered owner, legal owner, Area, Area VIN 
officer or vehicle theft investigator, ISU, district attorney, and any persons 
claiming an interest in the vehicle. 

9. FINAL DISPOSITION OF VEHICLE OR COMPONENT PART. 

a. Disposing of Vehicle—No Criminal Complaint.  In those instances where no 
criminal complaint is filed, but the Department desires the court to dispose of the 
vehicle or component part, the due process hearing provided for by the CHP 181 
will allow for a court disposition.  This hearing is civil in nature.  Procedures 
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described in paragraph 7 of this chapter shall be followed.  Once a judgment has 
been issued at the civil hearing, the court may provide an order for destruction, 
donation, issuance, or seizure for the vehicle or component part in the absence of a 
criminal complaint. 

b. Disposition of Vehicle—Criminal Complaint Issued.  In those instances where 
the identification process indicates a need for a criminal complaint, the individual 
will be notified either at the time they appear for the civil hearing or by mail.  In 
those instances where a criminal complaint is issued, no civil hearing is necessary.  
Due process is afforded via a criminal trial. 

c. Released to Owner.  Should a vehicle or component part be identified, it will be 
returned to the owner.  The identification eliminates the need for a civil hearing.  
The Department will contact the court to cancel the scheduled hearing and 
coordinate with the court to ensure all parties concerned are notified. 

d. Recommended Methods for Disposal.  Under those instances described in 
paragraphs 9.a. and 9.b. of this chapter, the court is required to make a final 
determination of the method by which the vehicle or component part is to be 
disposed.  It is the policy of this Department to encourage positive methods of 
disposal.  Departmental officers should recommend to the court methods of 
disposal other than destruction.  Should the court issue an Order of Destruction, 
ensure no appeals have been filed before executing the order.  If towing/storage 
charges exist, the court should be encouraged to use methods other than awarding 
the property directly to the towing entity to satisfy the charges (e.g., the lien sale 
process).  This Department will not routinely accept title to property stemming from 
a court action except as permitted in Chapter 6, Departmental Use of Seized 
Vehicles and Acquisition of Vehicles from National Insurance Crime Bureau (NICB), 
of this manual. 

e. Towing and Storage Charges.  The following guidelines concerning towing and 
storage fees of vehicles stored (utilizing Section 22655.5 CVC) pursuant to the 
provisions of CVC Section 10751 should be followed: 

(1) Vehicles should normally be stored at the Area evidence contract tow 
yard.  In an effort to reduce excessive storage fees, if an adequate, secure 
storage area is available at the Area office, it may be utilized at the discretion 
of the commander. 

(2) When criminal charges are filed against a party for violation of Section 
10751 CVC, the reimbursement of towing and storage charges should be 
sought through court-ordered restitution from the defendant. 
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(a) When the proceedings for a violation of Section 10751 CVC are civil 
in nature, the party to whom the property is awarded must pay the towing 
and storage charges. 

(b) The Division ISU coordinators should review all cases where the 
question of liability arises over the payment of towing and storage 
charges.  In those cases where it is determined that an innocent party was 
required to pay the charges, the coordinator should assist the claimant in 
filing a claim with the California Victim Compensation Board (CalVCB).  
This claim should be immediately forwarded to Administrative Services 
Division for the claimant. 

(c) Administrative Services Division will take steps to expedite the 
processing of the claim through the CalVCB. 

10. SELECTION OF THE PROPER COURT. 

a. Introduction.  California Vehicle Code 10751 states, in part, that “the court 
having jurisdiction” is responsible for the ultimate disposition of a vehicle or 
component part.  The following information is provided regarding the proper court to 
be used in conjunction with this section (Annex C). 

b. Disposition of Vehicle—No Criminal Complaint.  In the absence of a 
criminal complaint, the disposal of a vehicle or component part pursuant to 
Section 10751(a) CVC is an action involving title to personal property.  It is an 
“in rem” proceeding, as it seeks to affect the interests of all persons in the property.  
The ultimate disposition of a vehicle or component part, in the absence of any 
criminal proceedings, is civil in nature.  As a result of an amendment to the Code 
of Civil Procedure, superior courts have jurisdiction to tie the title to property in all 
cases where the value does not exceed $15,000. 

c. Disposing of Vehicle—Criminal Complaint Issued.  In those instances where a 
criminal complaint is filed, the disposition of the vehicle or component part is 
handled at the conclusion of the criminal proceeding.  The “court having jurisdiction” 
is the court which possesses the original jurisdiction in the criminal action.  In those 
instances where criminal complaints are filed, superior courts are permitted to 
dispose of the vehicle and component parts pursuant to Section 10751 CVC.  This 
action is not civil in nature; provisions of Sectins 1417-1419 of the Penal Code 
apply.  The disposition of the vehicles or component parts in these instances is not 
a matter of tying the title to property, as they pertain to the disposition of exhibits or 
evidence in criminal trials.  Disposition of vehicles and component parts may be 
made regardless of the ultimate verdict in a criminal proceeding.  In criminal courts, 
no restrictions on vehicle value exist. 
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d. Departmental Legal Representation.  In any instance where the court requires 
legal representation for the Department, the Office of Legal Affairs (OLA) shall be 
contacted.  The OLA will provide direction and coordination with the Office of the 
Attorney General. 

11. PROCESSING OF CHP 181 AT DIVISION/AREA LEVEL. 

a. Area Clerical.  Area clerical staff will receive all related forms (CHP 180, 181, 
215, and 216) and should follow these procedures: 

(1) Immediately notify the court listed on the CHP 181 and set a court date. 

(2) Complete and mail the CHP 181A. 

(3) Forward copies of all reports to the VIN officer, or the vehicle theft 
investigator, if one is assigned to the respective Area. 

(4) Suspense the entire file until one week prior to the civil hearing, then verify 
court date with the court, district attorney’s office, and vehicle theft investigator. 

(5) Send copies of all reports to the district attorney’s office when advised to 
do so by the investigating officer. 

(6) Call the court and district attorney’s office and cancel the hearing date if 
the vehicle or component part has been identified and ownership established. 

(7) Coordinate the notification of hearing cancellations or continuances with 
the court and all concerned parties. 

b. Vehicle Theft Investigator.  The vehicle theft investigator shall complete the 
following: 

(1) Receive and review copies of all reports. 

(2) Identify vehicle or component part without unnecessary delay. 

(3) Instruct Division/Area clerical staff to either cancel the civil hearing, or 
forward reports to the district attorney’s office after identification process. 
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ANNEX A 

CALIFORNIA VEHICLE CODE SECTION 10751—FLOW CHART PROCEDURE 
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ANNEX B 

CALIFORNIA VEHICLE CODE SECTION 10751 (b)—PETITIONS  

 



ANNEX B 
 

CALIFORNIA VEHICLE CODE SECTION 10751 (b)—PETITIONS (continued) 
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ANNEX B 
 

CALIFORNIA VEHICLE CODE SECTION 10751 (b)—PETITIONS (continued)  
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ANNEX C 

ATTORNEY GENERAL’S OPINION—CALIFORNIA VEHICLE CODE SECTION 10751  

 



ANNEX C 
 

ATTORNEY GENERAL’S OPINION—CALIFORNIA VEHICLE CODE SECTION 10751 
(continued) 
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