
 
1 

Safety, Service, and Security  An Internationally Accredited Agency 
CHP 47 (Rev. 10-13) OPI 003 

STATE OF CALIFORNIA - DEPARTMENT OF CALIFORNIA HIGHWAY PATROL 
  

 
 
 
 
April 22, 2025 

IMMIGRATION ENFORCEMENT AND COMPLIANCE WITH CALIFORNIA LAW 

GENERAL: 

Title 8 of the United States Code (USC) includes the Immigration and Nationality Act 
and governs federal enforcement of immigration law.  Generally, the California Highway 
Patrol (CHP) is prohibited by state law from using any resources to detect, investigate, 
interrogate, detain, or arrest people (absent a judicial criminal warrant) for immigration 
enforcement purposes. 

CALIFORNIA LAW: 

The California Truth Act (AB 2792) (effective January 1, 2017), amended the California 
Government Code (GC), creating a mandatory notice and procedural protections for 
persons in custody, which must be provided in the event immigration officers want to 
contact them.  Refer to Sections 7283 through 7283.2 GC for additional information.     

The California Values Act (SB 54) (effective January 1, 2018) amended the GC and the 
California Health and Safety Code, placing specified restrictions on state and local law 
enforcement actions related to immigration enforcement.  Refer to Sections 7284 
through 7284.12 GC for additional information.  These restrictions include: 

• Inquiring about a person’s immigration status.   

• Detaining a person in response to an immigration hold or detainer request.   
Section 7283 GC defines a hold request as, “a federal Immigration and 
Customs Enforcement (ICE) request that a local law enforcement agency 
maintain custody of an individual currently in its custody beyond the time he or 
she would otherwise be eligible for release in order to facilitate transfer to ICE 
and includes, but is not limited to, Department of Homeland Security (DHS) 
Form I-247D.”   
Section 7284.4(e) GC expands the definition to include notifications, requests, 
and transfer requests, made by United States Immigration and Customs 
Enforcement or United Sates Customs and Border Protection, or any other 
immigration authorities.    

• Making or participating in arrests based on civil immigration warrants, which 
means any warrant for a violation of federal civil immigration law.   
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Section 7284.4(b) GC defines a civil immigration warrant as, “…any warrant for 
a violation of federal civil immigration law, and includes civil immigration 
warrants entered in the National Crime Information Center database.”   

NOTE:  Civil immigration warrants can be entered into the National Crime 
Information Center (NCIC) database by immigration authorities.  These 
warrants may be labeled as administrative warrants.  Officers cannot make 
arrests based on these warrants.  

• Assisting immigration authorities with immigration enforcement activities at the 
United States Border, or performing the functions of an immigration officer, 
whether informally or formally (through the 8 USC Section 1357(g) program).  

POLICY: 

Highway Patrol Manual (HPM) 100.67, Law Enforcement Assistance and 
Interjurisdictional Operations, Chapter 8, Foreign Nationals:  Arrest, Detention, U/T-Visa 
Certifications, and Consular Notification in the Event of Death or Injury, provides specific 
direction related to the arrest of foreign nationals, including: 

• Officers shall only arrest foreign nationals when there is a valid judicial 
(criminal) warrant issued for the person’s arrest, and/or if they have violated a 
federal criminal law, a state criminal law, or a local criminal ordinance. 

• Officers shall not stop or detain persons solely for the purpose of determining 
immigration status.   

• Officers shall not arrest or detain foreign nationals solely for alleged illegal 
presence in the United States. 

• Officers shall not detain foreign nationals for illegal presence, nor shall officers 
prolong the duration of an unrelated lawful detention or criminal arrest to 
facilitate the response of United States Immigration and Customs Enforcement 
officials.  

• Refer to HPM 100.67, Chapter 8, for additional information. 

CALIFORNIA LAW ENFORCEMENT TELECOMMUNICATIONS SYSTEM/NATIONAL 
CRIME INFORMATION CENTER HITS: 

Officers may encounter persons with a positive return in the California Law Enforcement 
Telecommunications System (CLETS)/National Crime Information Center.  Officers 
must carefully review and confirm any positive returns to determine if the person has a 
valid judicial (criminal) warrant before making an arrest.  Civil and administrative 
immigration warrants do not indicate a person has committed a criminal offense, nor do 
they constitute probable cause that a criminal offense has been committed. 
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Officers are prohibited from making arrests based on civil and/or administrative 
immigration warrants, detainers, or hold requests.     

It should be noted, some returns may be associated with previously deported felons.  
Officers should always exercise caution.    

Example of a Negative Response: 

 

Example of a Previously Deported Felon (Not Sufficient for Arrest): 
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Example of an Absconder (Not Sufficient for Arrest): 

 

Example of a National Security Entry-Exit Registration System (NSEERS) 
(Not Sufficient for Arrest): 
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Example of a Criminal Warrant (Wanted Person System) (Sufficient for Arrest 
Once Confirmed With the Issuing Agency): 
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Questions regarding this Information Bulletin may be directed to the Research and 
Planning Section, at (916) 843-3340. 

OFFICE OF THE COMMISSIONER 

OPI:  061 

REFERENCES: 

• California Department of Justice, Updated Responsibilities of Law Enforcement 
Agencies Under the California Values Act, California TRUST Act, and the California 
TRUTH Act, 2025-DLE-03  

• California Department of Justice, National Crime Information Center Administrative 
Warrants, 2025-DLE-08 

• California Government Code, Chapter 17.2, Standards for Participation in United 
State Immigration and Customs Enforcement Programs 

• California Government Code, Chapter 17.25, Cooperation with Immigration 
Authorities 

• HPM 100.67, Chapter 8 

• California Department of Justice, Immigration Violator File, Reference Document 

https://oag.ca.gov/system/files/media/2025-dle-03.pdf
https://oag.ca.gov/system/files/media/2025-dle-03.pdf
https://oag.ca.gov/system/files/media/2025-dle-03.pdf
https://oag.ca.gov/system/files/media/2025-dle-08.pdf
https://oag.ca.gov/system/files/media/2025-dle-08.pdf
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/codes_displayText.xhtml?lawCode=GOV&division=7.&title=1.&part=&chapter=17.2.&article=
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/codes_displayText.xhtml?lawCode=GOV&division=7.&title=1.&part=&chapter=17.2.&article=
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/codes_displayText.xhtml?lawCode=GOV&division=7.&title=1.&part=&chapter=17.25.&article=
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/codes_displayText.xhtml?lawCode=GOV&division=7.&title=1.&part=&chapter=17.25.&article=
https://chp2go.sharepoint.com/sites/ONLINEPUBLICATIONSLIBRARY/Shared%20Documents/Forms/AllItems.aspx?id=%2Fsites%2FONLINEPUBLICATIONSLIBRARY%2FShared%20Documents%2FHPM%2FHPM%20100%2E67%2FChapter%208%2Epdf&parent=%2Fsites%2FONLINEPUBLICATIONSLIBRARY%2FShared%20Documents%2FHPM%2FHPM%20100%2E67
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